
Presentation to the Twenty Second session of the United Nations Working Group 

Presentation under section 4b) "Indigenous Peoples and Conflict Resolution" 

Onsino Mato, Siocon Subanon Association Inc. 'Apu Manglang Ghipa Pusaka 

To all delegates and participants to this meeting, "Molongas nog gondow sog glam 

niiT, meaning a beautiful day to all of you. 

I am Onsino Mato from Canatuan, Siocon, Zamboanga del Norte, Philippines - a 

Subanon by tribe and secretary general of the Siocon Subanon Association Inc. and 

the 'Apu Manglang Glupa Pusaka (AMGP). 

Mr Chairman, thank you for your paper on conflict resolution. We agree with your 

statement in paragraph 14 that the fundamental root cause of conflict is the failure of 

others to recognise and respect our traditional rights over our land. 

Our community situation is a strong example of this. I am speaking as a traditional 

Subanon leader in our community. We are the legitimate and legal holders of the 

Certificate Ancestral Domain Title (CADT) in Mount Canatuan awarded by the 

President of the Republic of the Philippines, the sacred place of our people, the altar 

and worship place of our great ancestors. 

In this capacity we recommend that:-

• The Indigenous Peoples independent body for conflict resolution known as the 

International Indigenous Peoples Commission for Conflict Resolution and 

Mediation be actively supported and strengthened 

• The issue of conflict caused or made worse by paramilitaries working for 

multinational companies be more highlighted within the paper. 

• That International mechanisms for the monitoring and control of the action of 

transnational corporations be focussed on the abuse of indigenous peoples 

rights 



We recommend this because there is a conflict between us and TVI Resources 

Development Philippines, a Canadian mining company. TVI was opposed since 1994 

by Subanon in our ancestral land area and throughout the peninsula, that want to 

protect and to defend the holy mountain from an open-pit mining and any form of 

destruction. 

Because of our determined defence of our land efforts have been made to sew division 

among us by trying to divide us and especially to recognise in our stead so called 

leaders because they support the company. Attorney Barnardo from Lintangan, 

Sibuco, Zamboanga del Norte, arrived in Mt. Canatuan in the year 2001 and made a 

division among us, by creating a group to support TVI's operation within our CADT 

area in Mount Canatuan. In 2002 in an illegitimate meeting these so called leaders 

gave their consent. We immediately rejected this, but we have been ignored. 

As highlighted in paragraph 62 of your paper recognising the potential role of 

traditional legal structures, traditional Subanon leaders from many communities met 

as the Gokom, or traditional court, in February 2004 to examine the legitimacy of the 

different claims for leadership in Canatuan and found that many of those recognised 

by TVI are not even from our place and are there because they were given jobs by the 

company. They are ruled not to be legitimate leaders in Canatuan. 

There are many who recommend for an immediate halt to the operations of TVI and 

the cancellation of their Permit coming from different agencies in the Philippines such 

as the municipal council in our town, the Commission on Human Rights (CHR), 

National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC) and National Commission on Indigenous 

Peoples (NOP) and different organisations such as the Roman Catholic church, 

NGOs, Indigenous Peoples Organisations (IPOs) and Peoples Organisations. But TVI 

backed by the Philippine government and military keep advancing their project, which 

will result in total destruction of our sacred mountain. Therefore we believe some fair 

international adjudication is required on the issue. We need a place to prove the 

injustice against us. 



Mr Chairman, we draw your attention to a problem area we currently believe under 

developed in your paper. This is part of the problem of militarization, which you 

mention in section E, but as practiced specifically by paramilitary forces employed by 

companies who intimidate and commit abuse against defenceless communities. We 

are supposed to remain silent. But we refuse. 

We along with our neighbours from other Subanon communities, Kalibugan peoples 

and our Christian neighbours maintained a peaceful picket to prevent the entry of 

heavy mining equipment we do not allow in our land. But on last 17 March the 

company guards fired their guns resulting in the wounding of four picketers. Some 

equipment was eventually able to get through to our home and now threatens to 

destroy our houses churches and school building. We have suffered many abuses by 

paramilitaries over the last 10 years. Now it grows worse. 

Presently some of the leaders of our community, who continue to oppose their plans, 

including myself and my family, were forced to evacuate our Ancestral Land Domain 

Area due to serious and grave threats to our lives. Especially last May 8 i h this year 

when a group of TVI company guards, called the Special CAFGU Auxiliary Army 

(SCAA) and goons, surrounded my house at night seeking for my life. 

Mr Chairman we can do no other than oppose TVI because they will destroy our 

sacred sites, farms and homes. Downstream our neighbours continue to oppose as 

they fear the impacts upon their health and livelihoods. We have never given our 

consent neither have the other Subanon and Kalibugan peoples even been asked their 

view. The restoration of genuine peace to us the Subanon people is the complete 

resolution between us and TVI, and this will happen only if TVI will be removed 

from our CADT area. 

It will be a great pleasure to return to my country bringing good news from this UN 

meeting that the conflict currently happening in my community will be resolved once 

and for all. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
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