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Phyafulla and Namaste! 
I am Stella Tamang, On behalf of South Asia Indigenous Women Forum, I would like to 
congratulate you for being elected as Chair. I would also like to take this opportunity to 
express my appreciation for the selection of the theme for this session, "Indigenous 
Peoples and Conflict Resolution" and for your enlightening working paper 

Mr. Chair, 
1. Conflict Resolution for indigenous peoples means survival. It means our rights to 
survive with our visions, values, culture, language, wisdom, knowledge and of course our 
physical existence with our right to self determination in our land. Survival for us mean 
peaceful coexistence with dignity, respect, justice and peace. 

2. Conflict Resolution means changes to balance the imbalance. To have change in one 
place, it demands changes in so many places of the world. In the globalize world, where 
the small and underdeveloped countries are trapped and are under the remote control of 
big developed countries, resolving conflict depends on the clearly define responsibilities 
of the powerful countries otherwise conflicts are not going to be resolved. 

3. Mr. Chair, there is alarming situation where indigenous peoples are killed and are 
dying, and disappearing. In the name of Anti terrorist act, there are cases of indigenous 
activists being accused of terrorist and are arrested and killed and anti terrorist campaigns 
are being used to justify the violation of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of 
indigenous peoples. The landslide deteriorating situation of human rights violation need 
to be addressed as urgent actions to be taken. Mr. Chairman, I cannot go back to my 
peoples and say that we are going to have a Seminar on Conflict Resolution and a body is 
going to formed and so on when our peoples are dying now and today. There is need for 
immediate urgent actions to be taken. National Human Rights Commission almost is in 



non existence stage. 

4. The present ongoing armed conflict is not the choice of the women and it is not their 
decisions too but the worst pain bearer of the conflict is ultimately the women and the 
children. While entire communities suffer the consequences of armed conflict and 
terrorism, indigenous women and children specially the girls are particularly the worst 
victims of gender-based and sexual violence, rape, forced prostitutions, trafficking and 
forced recruiting in armed forces. We have a terrible incident of rape case in Manipur 
recently. Such sexual violence must be taken as war crime and those perpetrators must be 
brought to justice. 

5. Women are always depicted and described as mere casualties of war, weak, defenceless 
needing protection and crying for sympathy. Mr. Chair, in all the conflict areas around the 
world, women are not passive observers and are just the victims. They are very active. 
Women are the best mediators and negotiators and their way of working in a nonviolent 
and very informal activities lay the ground for the formal serious peace dialogues. The 
present conflict in Nepal has discovered the indigenous women as 

1. Negotiators, 
2. Mediators, 

3. Peacemakers, 
In this, I would say with confidence that the indigenous traditional conflict resolution 
practices are the most effective one. But the indigenous conflict resolution practices and 
indigenous women are never included in formal peace dialogues or peace initiatives. 

6. In South Asia, specially in Nepa!, indigenous youth and children are now more and 
more recruited and are forced to hold guns. Hundreds of teen age children in schools are 
now trained to use gun. Youths are fleeing and are encouraged to go to the countries in 
Middle East, Europe to escape since armed conflict is centered in and around indigenous 
land. 

Recommendations: 

• Form International Indigenous Peoples' Commission on Armed Conflict 
• Undertake an annual review of the implementation of resolution 1325 (2000) and 

report to the Security Council 
• Educated indigenous peoples including women and children on existing mechanisms 

within the UN 
• Support and strengthen Nonviolent Peace Initiatives of Women Peace Makers that 

exist at various levels 
• Condemn the sexual violence and the violation of the human rights of indigenous 

women and girls in situation of armed conflicts; take necessary measures to bring to 
an end such violation and bring the perpetrator to justice 

• Ensure full involvement of indigenous women in negotiation of peace dialogue and 
agreements at national and international level 

• Identify indigenous peoples customs and traditions and informal peace-building 



initiatives and provide relevant technical and financial support and establish 
mechanisms to channel the outcomes of these initiatives into more formal peace 
protestes 
Increase access to information from indigenous women's groups and networks on 
indicator of impending conflict as a means to ensure effective gender-sensitive early 
warning mechanisms 
Take steps to prevent from recruitment of girls and boys into armed forces and rebel 
groups 
Incorporate the needs and priorities of women and girls as ex-combatants and families 
of ex-combatants in the design and implementation of Disarmament, demobilisation 
and reintegration, (DDR) programmes 
Ensure full access of women and girls to all resources and benefits provided in 
reintegration programmes, including training and skills development programme 
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