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Indigenous Peoples and Conflict Resolution 

Presentation by: Joan Carling, Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA) 

On behalf of the Cordillera Peoples Alliance, I would like to commend the 
substantial and quite comprehensive working paper prepared by the chairperson on 
Indigenous Peoples and Conflict Resolution. We are in agreement of his findings on 
the root causes of conflicts and to the recommendations in general terms. 

I wish to inform the Working Group that indigenous peoples in the Philippines are 
confronted by multi-layered conflicts with historical roots of injustice and 
oppression. This situation was clearly demonstrated in the report of Dr. Rodolfo 
Stavenhagen, the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms of Indigenous peoples in his mission to the Philippines in December 2002. 
As a follow-up to the visit of the Special Rapporteur, a national workshop on 
indigenous peoples and human rights was held in February this year, which was 
well attended by 120 representatives of indigenous peoples organizations all over the 
country, and support NGOs. Participants to this workshop came out with 
recommendations and a declaration on the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples in the Philippines. Let me 
then draw the attention of the Working Group on the particular recommendations 
of the workshop pertaining to conflict resolution and peace building efforts: 

1. We urge the parties to the ongoing peace negotiations between the 
Philippines government and the National Democratic Front and the New 
Peoples Army to adhere to the Comprehensive Agreement on Human Rights 
and International Humanitarian Law which they have both signed. 

The implementation of this important agreement will definitely set the 
human rights framework of conflict resolution and the achievement of social 
justice as key element for lasting peace, especially in indigenous territories 
ravaged by the ongoing armed conflict. Along this line, the inclusion of 
indigenous representatives in the negotiating panels is critical in ensuring the 
monitoring and compliance of both parties to the terms of the agreement 
which is of prime concern to indigenous peoples. 

2. We call for a stop to development aggression and we demand the following: 
A. Withdrawal of the licenses and permits to foreign, local or 

government companies engaged in mining, pulp and paper operations, 
logging plantations, eco-zones which do not have FPIC or who got 
FPIC through fraudulent means. 
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B. We call on the World Bank to ensure that all its operations and 
policies are consistent with international human rights standards. We 
support the recommendation of the EIR eminent person, Emil Salim 
for a moratorium on the funding of the World Bank for extractive 
industries especially in areas of conflict and to respect the rights of 
indigenous peoples to free and prior, informed consent. 

C. We urge the National Commission of Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) to 
seriously review the inconsistencies of national laws and executive 
orders on the recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples and push 
the government to make necessary revisions. 

Mr. Chairperson, the abovementioned recommendations are critical in the 
resolution of conflicts concerning indigenous peoples in the Philippines. We are 
submitting to the working group the proceedings of the national workshop on 
indigenous peoples and human rights for your consideration. 

Finally, we urge the working group to support the recommendations of the 
Special Rapporteur Rodolfo Stavenhagen in his Philippine Mission Report and 
persuade the Philippines government to implement his recommendations. 

Thank you. 
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