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Greetings, indigenous brothers and sisters: I am Akima Tandaksa, Chief 
Brian Buchanan of the Miami Tribe of Indiana. My people were born 
from the mouth of the Saint Joseph River in what is now the State of 
Indiana in a time when the world was young. In the year 1795 the Miami 
entered into the first of a number of treaties with the United States in 
which we ceded land for the sake of peace and harmony between peoples. 
Within sixty years nearly all of our lands were stolen from us by the 
United States, and in the year 1846 the United States split our people into 
two groups. We are the eastern of these two groups, and because we 
refused to leave what remained of our lands, the United States, in the year 
1897, decided to abrogate our treaty and strip us of our recognition. 

We have never accepted this decision; despite the refusal of U.S. Courts to 
reverse this action and correct the injustice. For us, the treaty is a sacred 
document that creates bonds of friendship and brotherhood between two 
peoples and is beyond politics. Even so, under applicable international 
law, the question of recognition is to be resolved on the basis of material 
facts: because we are a people with a territory, a government, and the 
capacity to enter into relations with other peoples, all governments, 
including the U.S., have a legal duty to recognize our sovereignty. 

Despite our history with the U.S., we believe that the U.S. is a great and 
good country that can be encouraged to honor its obligations, and in the 
spirit of peace and harmony, and consistent with its official policy of 
supporting the rights of Indian people to self-determination, we call upon 
the U.S. to reaffirm the Treaty of Greenville, to honor the legal right of the 
Miami to self-determination, and to restore recognition to our people. In 
this vein, we further call upon the U.S. to implement the principles of the 
Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that underscore the 
fundamental principle of the self-determination of peoples. 

May the future era of Miami relations with the U.S. be built upon greater 
respect for our sovereign rights and grounded in a more peacefl, 
harmonious, and jointly productive future. 
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