
Chagos Refugees Group 

Mr. The Chairman, and members of this working session) 

Warm greetings to you again from Chagos Islanders. Our 

struggle, hurt and suffering started ever since we were 

uprooted from our homeland, the Chagos Archipelago 

between 1965 and 1973. Food supplies were cut, our jobs 

were cut-off and all islanders were forcefully put on board 

of ships just like cattle after that all our domestic animals 

were gas-chambered in iropfe of our very eyes. The 

journey to Mauritius, then a foreign land, proved lethal to 

some who died during the trip and who were thrown at 

sea and some who, in despair, would rather commit 

suicide by throwing themselves at sea rather than to face 

the hard facts. 

To date, besides struggling for survival in our adopted 

nation, Mauritius, our sufferings are being exacerbated by 

the arrogance of the UK, to which the archipelago 

previously belonged and which is now leased out to the 
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US for its military base. 

In order for the lease of the island to the US to be made 

possible, the UK passed a legislation in 1971 to prevent 

anyone access to the islands, including us, the indigenous. 

We challenged that in before the High Court of London 

and won a historical victory on November 3, 2000 by 

obtaining the right to return to our homeland and thus 

foresee the possibility to foot the land of our forefathers 

again. Following this landmark success, we lodged a 

claim to the UK government for compensation as a result 

of the exodus and exile. These actions were also 

recommended by the UN. 

But the arrogance of the UK soon revealed itself again 

when they lately curbed the ruling of the High Court of 

London in our favour and by curbing even the Parliament 

to enact a law preventing us from returning to our 

mainland again. Indeed, on June 10, 2004, access to our 

islands was closed again by an Order in Council. It is 



good to point out that most members of the Parliament 

were not even aware of this new legislation and were 

shocked to learn it from outside! 

Our struggle is still continuing by the grace of God 

without whom we are nothing. He has given us the right 

contacts, the right reasons to fight and above all the hope 

to, one day, pay tribute over the graves of our ancestors. 

The link of our identity was broken some 3 decades ago 

and we are still collecting the pieces and trying to mend 

them. Our culture is being submerged. In the mean time, 

self-proclaimed champions in human rights are trying to 

police the world while at their doorsteps, they are 

violating these and refusing to recognise their own 

shortcomings. "Remove the pole in from of your own 

eyes before trying to remove the straw in the eyes of your 

neighbour" goes the saying but this does not seem to be 

their motto. Neo-colonialism instead seem to be theirs. 



Our current struggle for justice and conflict resolution is 

now being continued through bringing the case before the 

European Court on Human rights as well as the 

International Court of Justice at La Hague. Even the late 

Order in Council enacted will be challenged by us in court. 

How can a small people group like us dare challenge the 

UK and the US? It seems an impossible conflict to resolve, 

but we stand by our convictions that justice will prevail 

even if we know it will take a long, long process. For that 

purpose, any help from your side will be the most 

welcome. 

May God bless you all. 

Thank you Mr Chairman. 
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