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Speech of the Swiss Chagossian Support Committee in the Working 

Group for Indigenous People 

Mr. President, Dear Brethren and Sisters, we greet you on behalf of all 

Chagos Islanders. The Chagos Archipelagos is situated in the Indian 

Ocean and includes mainly Diego Garcia, the most important US 

military base outside of the US. Chagossians have never solved conflicts 

with violence. We have chosen to solve problems and conflicts by going 

to court, by being present in the medias or by being present here. Court 

case has given us an outstanding victory on November 3, 2000. Indeed 

the British always claimed that there were no Chagossians but the judges 

ruled that there was an indigenous people and that they had the right to 

return back home. This decision was further recognised by the UN 

Commission on Human Rights by a recommendation to the UK in 

October 2001 to return us back on our Islands, to pay a compensation for 

each and every year of exile and to make a report about our territory in 

2006. So far the British Government along with its US counterpart have 

snubbed the UN about this and about the war in Iraq, the two being 

inter-related as the bombers are taking off from our motherland. The 

British Courts have refused to listen to the UN advice on October 9 t h 2003 

and have refused the compensation. Further, the UK government on 

June 10, 2004 have made a step backward by passing a further legislation 

on JunelO 1 1 12004 to interdict us a new access to the Chagos despite the 3 r d 

file:///www.chagos.org


November High Court ruling. This time they went by an Order in 

Council, thereby bypassing even the UK Parliament for that purpose. We 

have asked our lawyers to challenge this in court. To recover our 

motherland we are thus looking forward to the European Court on 

Human Rights and the International Court of Justice in The Hague. 

May god bless you all. 

Thank you Mr President and fellow Brethren and Sisters. 
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