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Wc are pleased to take the floor and speak in solidarity for this agenda item on the Arctic. Last year, 
the UN PFn featured our region of the Pacific. 

We believe our futures are interconnected as a peoples and regions of the v^orld. While the tropical, 
small island coral atolls of the Pacific might seem quite different from the vast ice land mass of the 
Arctic, climate change will impact our traditional livelihood and cultural survival. 

Global warming predictions indicate a potential average increase in temperatures that will impact our ' 
lives with the shrinking of the Arctic ice caps and the rising of he sea levels. As more and more ice 
melts, your lives will be impacted in the Arctic. Consequently, sea will rise higher and higher and our 
lives will be impacted in the Pacific. 

In 2004, the Pacific Caucus raised the issue of climate change and human rights in the former UN 
Working Group on Indigenous Peoples. We were seeing immediate impacts already and understood we 
were not the only indigenous peoples living on the frontlines of climate change. For three years, we 
partnered with Expert Francoie Hampson and fellow indigenous peoples to do two studies and a 
questionnaire focusing on The Human Rights Situation of Indigenous Peoples in States and Territories 
Threatened with Extinction for Environmental Reasons. 

The legal and moral implications of the human rights situation of indigenous peoples are essential to 
explore and engage in partnership between our regions. We must find answers not abandon the 
shrinking ice and sinking states of the Arctic and Pacific. 

It is ironic that we the peoples of the Pacific and the Arctic have contributed least to the greenhouse 
gases released into the atmosphere. However, we are the first to have our ways of lives significantly 
changed. Many of our human rights from the right to food, water, and sustainable development are •: 
severely restricted. If nothing is done by the citizens and governments of the world, we face the 
potential of loss of right to self-determination. 

We have the smallest carbon footprint on the planet. However, it is the footprints of our ancestors that 
might disappear if the government leaders don't come up with strong language at the United Nations 



Framework Convention on Climate Change in Copenhagen in December 2009. We can mobilize all of 
our voices and votes to ensure strong language that allows for the flourishing of our cultures. 

The irreplaceable islands we call our homes face the disappearance of our entire states or a significant 
size of the sacred spaces of land due to extreme environmental reasons that will deny the human rights 
of indigenous peoples. It is a fact the water will continue the pattern of rising and the land will 
disappear under the waves around the world. It is a universal moral challenge. 

We look forward to work in genuine partnership between indigenous peoples to maintain our 
traditional heritage and save the planet simultaneously. 

We are also proposing a United Nations International Day of Climate Justice with the Pacific Island 
governments. We look forward to work together on this important international initiative at the United 
Nations. 

We believe we.might be the ones to cool down the planet through our traditional heritage that ' 
illustrates we can conserve our natural environment to save our people of the Arctic and the Pacific and 
our entire earth. • 


