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Remarks to UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
International Land Coalition 

New York, 14 May 2007 

Madame Chairperson and Members of the Permanent Forum, the International Land 
Coalition is a global alliance of intergovernmental organizations, including from the UN 
system IFAD, FAO, WFP and UNEP, and civil society organizations. ILC was founded 
in 1995 with the mission to increase secure access to land and other key resources by 
poor women and men, and as a hybrid institution that includes both intergovernmental 
and civil society organizations in its network and on its governing body, has a mandate 
to support networking and collaboration on land rights across these and other sectors. 

Since its establishment, ILC's network has expanded beyond its initial members to 
include roughly 100 partner organizations in more than 40 countries. About one-quarter 
of these organizations work to strengthen indigenous peoples' land and territorial rights. 
These partners include indigenous peoples' associations, national networks in which 
indigenous peoples' associations are members, and NGOs that work closely with 
indigenous peoples' communities. Their involvement has greatly contributed to ILC's 
understanding of the challenges that indigenous peoples face in maintaining access to 
and control over land and territories. 

ILC recognizes that the socio-economic, political and cultural marginalization that 
indigenous peoples face leaves them particularly vulnerable to losing their rights to land 
and natural resources; the background document which the Permanent Forum has 
prepared highlights well the kinds of threats that are emerging. In addition to being 
highly vulnerable to losing their lands, the effects of landlessness are also more 
pronounced for indigenous peoples. The impact of landlessness is profound, and can 
lead to disastrous socio-cultural and economic disintegration 

One approach ILC is thus taking is to emphasize the multi-dimensional nature of land, as 
not only an economic asset or input for production, but more broadly as a foundation of 
economic, social, cultural and spiritual institutions. These concerns must be reflected in 
debates over land-related policies and other decisions that affect indigenous peoples' 
rights, and is a message in the Land Coalition's advocacy work. As part of its mandate, 
ILC also assists indigenous peoples' organizations to participate in global development 
forums, such as ECOSOC, ICARRD and, this year, the Permanent Forum, so they may 
present their experiences and positions directly. 

Another element of ILC's work has been to support community organizing around land 
rights, through its Community Empowerment Facility initiative; this initiative has been 
supported by IFAD and The World Bank, and overseen jointly by IFAD, FAO and other 
ILC members. Since the CEF began in 2002, about 20 percent of its partnership 
activities have focused on indigenous peoples' rights to land and natural resources. 
These community organizing activities have not only assist indigenous peoples to make 
their land rights more secure, but also can be a basis of campaigns for respect and 
dignity, from both their neighbors and the state, in other arenas. 

Among these activities are efforts to resolve and prevent disputes over natural resources 
between indigenous peoples and their land-poor neighbors, particularly landless and 
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migrant farmers. One lesson which is emerging is that, as a starting point, that the rights 
and identities of indigenous peoples must be understood and respected by their non-
indigenous neighbors. Within that framework, there may be ways for indigenous 
peoples and their land-poor neighbors to discuss their respective needs and 
experiences, and negotiate arrangements concerning land and resource access. 

In line with the strategic direction provided by ILC's global assembly of members last 
month, the Land Coalition is now orienting its capacity-building programs such that rural 
people's organizations, including indigenous peoples' associations, can more readily 
participate. We anticipate that this will expand opportunities for indigenous peoples 
associations to exchange information and lessons relevant to their work, increase the 
visibility of their concerns and strengthen alliances with other networks, and access 
resources to strengthen their own institutions and secure rights to their lands. 

In closing, ILC very much appreciates the chance to participate in this year's Permanent 
Forum session and welcomes its inputs and recommendations on ways that the Land 
Coalition can act as a network to ensure that indigenous peoples' rights to land, natural 
resources and territories are secure, including through closer collaboration with the 
Permanent Forum in the future. 

The International Land Coalition (ILC) is a global alliance of civil society and intergovernmental 
organizations working together to promote secure and equitable access to and control over land 
for poor men and women through advocacy, dialogue and capacity-building. For more 
information, please contact Andrew Fuys, Policy Officer, at a.fuys&jfad.org or tel +1-646-732-
4951. 


