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Mr. President 
My name is Nana Akuoko Sarpong; I am the paramount chief of the Agogo Traditional area, 

which is part of the Kingdom of Ashanti in the Republic of Ghana. I'm also the Regional Director of 
the Partnership for indigenous Peoples Environment. 
I have had the privilege of serving the people of Ghana first as the Minister of Health then as the 
Minister of Interior and I finally ended as a Minister of culture in the last Government of Ex-
President J.J. Rawlings which was replaced by the Government of President J.A Kuffour, in the year 
2000. 

As a Traditional ruler for the past 28years, I have seen the steady destruction of forest 
resources, in my part of the world and what use to be a rain forest area, has now turned into savanna 
grassland, and already we have started to experience the effect of the Sahara dessert. 

fhe reason for this is that, multinational companies, have engaged over the past 50years, in the 
systematic, exploitation of our timber resources, on a scale that is mind boggling and the tropical 
wood which sometimes take 200years to mature are felled at the stroke of a chain saw to enrich the 
homes of Europe. The returns to the native people have been negligible, because the beaurocrates of 
our country are unable to monitor the activities of these companies and adding to the increasing 
poverty of our people -bio diversity has been hampered, rivers are drying up. 
And unless the international community wakes up to this danger, most of the rain forest will 
disappear and with it the loss of the treasures of the earth. 

Mr. President, I wish to point out that as the leader of my people, I have organized them to help in 
the regeneration of the resources we are losing and continue to lose at the hands of uncaring 
multinational companies. 
It is a community effort to hold of the encroaching Sahaling desert and over the past ten years we 
have planted about 5,000 hectares of degraded forest. 

I would want to invite any person who cares to come to my Traditional to see how a community of 
committed people have been able to put their efforts together to solve the problem of desertification. 

It is an example of what indigenous people can do to take control of their environment, to sustain 
their lives and biodiversity. 

The issue of the destruction of the African rainforest and its effect on biodiversity has been the 
subject of conference after conference but very little has been done to arrest it. It is time the 
international community woke up to its obligation to indigineous people, by creating a fund for 
indigeneous people to assume responsibility for the regeneration of their resources and Mother Earth 
will be the richer for humanity. This is wake up call to all those who care about sustainable 
development. 


