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Mr. Chairman; 

1 speak for the A> т а г а People. There exists in our territory a fragile water ecosystem thai our ancestors have 
looked after for millennia. 

We live in the highest plains of the Andes Mountains, at an altitude of four thousand meters. We are bordered on 
the south by Peru, on the west by Bolivia, and on the north by Chile and Argentina. We occupy 500,000 square 
kilometres around our sacred Lake Tttikaka. Its entire system of rivers, lakes, wetlands, ajid springs of 
subterranean water provide (through pre-lncan technology still in use today) the entire plain with sustainable 
water used for grazing lands, camelidae, and intermountain cultivation. 

For many centuries we have lived in peace, but the war of 1879 between Chile, Bolivia, and Peru divided our 
ancestral territory into four parts, and to this day we live under four different laws, deprived of the opportunity to 
live in our eco-region Puna in harmony with our cultural canons. 

From the beginning of the 1950s, governments began to exploit our natural resources, and under the aegis of 
sovereignty, they began to implement projects that transferred water from the mountain plains to the coastal 
cities. 

In order to accomplish this objective, the governments of Peru and Bolivia bilaterally created the Bi-naiional 
Authority of Lake Tilikaka, under whose auspices lhey implemented a so-called Master Plan without the 
participation of the communities surrounding the lake, nor those communities whose survival depends on the 
rivers, lakes, wetlands, and springs of the basin. 

To the great satisfaction of the aforementioned Bi-national Authority of Lake Titikoka, they bore into the 
mountain range, dug canals, and extracted water from both above and below the ground from our natural springs, 
or "Pujos" of water located within the AYRO zone, or our tripartite borders where they extracted the water using 
about 20 wells pumped by powerful electric motors. 

This improper extraction of water (conceded by The Probationary Resolution of Environmental impact of the 
National Institute of Natural Resources) drains our pasturelands and wetlands equally in southern Peru, northern 
Chile, and western Bolivia. 

In 1996. the affected Aymara communities from these three countries organized a Parliament of the Qullana 
Л у т а г а People (PPQA) in order to defend themselves and each other. Although many efforts had been made to 
stop these governments from extracting the water, they have not been successful. Now the mining companies 
have also begun to extract water without any monitoring. The mines have access to our water while our 
communities go without. If this situation persists, it will lead to the extermination of our communities, or at the 
very least the destabilization of the harmony existing in the Andes and the Amazon - a harmony that our people 
have agreed to defend, because it is the tranquillity of our Mother Earth М а т а Pacha. 

Given these, tacts, we ask the Perm unen t Forum to advise ECOSOC to recommeníf to the Autonomous Authority 
of Lake Tilikaka Peru-Bolivia that the wells along the tripartite border AYRO, which are responsible for the 
extraction of our subterranean water, be permanently shut down. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Tomas Alarcon 
Peru. Chile, Bolivia 
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