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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

 

The meeting has of course focused on Indigenous Peoples as victims of 

globalisation, because this is their general experience. However, I would like 

to focus on what we see as one possible positive benefit of the wider idea of 

globalisation, which is increased empowerment through access to information. 

 

We would therefore like to make the following recommendations for the 

Working Group: 

 

• We ask that the Working Group should study and make recommendations 

to improve the access to information on development issues of indigenous 

communities, particularly in the use of appropriate languages, as well as 

the minimum requirements for independent monitoring of economic 

development projects.  

• Depending on the outcome, the United Nations should consider providing 

the resources for ensuring that communities have the equipment, training 

and sources of information to ensure that this comes about. 

• The Working Group should also make recommendations on ensuring 

greater transparency and appropriate measures to provide independent 

information be associated with corporate interventions on indigenous 

lands. 

  

 



We say this because our experience is in tracking extractive industry 

companies, who enter the territories of Indigenous Peoples to exploit the 

natural resources there. The Indigenous Peoples often lack the information 

they need in order to critically evaluate such projects. This is often technical or 

legal information, but can also include the history of any company’s previous 

dealings with Indigenous Peoples (which can often be simply shared by 

communities around the world). 

 

This is all the more important when Indigenous Peoples are now being asked 

to give Free Prior and Informed Consent to economic projects. How can the 

decision be truly informed if the information for it comes only from the 

company, which will obviously be likely to bias? The international community 

including the UN, inter-government organisations and NGOs still often lack 

adequate measures or structures, or maybe even the will, to support the 

provision of independent credible information to communities in order to make 

decisions on development alternatives. Yet we find if we try to provide 

information to balance company information we are simply accused of being 

“anti-development”. 

 

It is not just a problem of initially evaluating projects, but of effective 

monitoring of the activities of resource extraction companies in often remote 

areas. In many states where Indigenous Peoples live there are limited and 

often inadequate resources for human rights monitoring or policing the 

activities of companies. In addition there is widespread concern voiced by 

Indigenous Peoples that governments, or officials of governments, ignore or 

collude with companies in such abuses. 

 

However, many communities are increasingly finding globalised 

communications are making it more possible for them to break through their 

isolation, reveal the truth of their experience, including exposing shameful 

abuses perpetrated by major international companies. It also allows them to 

learn of the experience of others peoples around the world and mount 

effective opposition to corporate plans. The problems are global, and the 



solutions can be sought globally. This meeting itself, and the publishing of 

statements instantly on the website is a very good example of this. 

 

Of course many indigenous communities have no, or severely limited access 

to, electronic communication. There are problems with infrastructure and 

training, and ensuring that any electronic communication is appropriate and 

shared among communities. It is also a problem that much of the information 

that there is, is not in indigenous languages. But what there is offers one 

additional strand of access to independent information. It is crucial that more 

resources are made available to ensure that indigenous peoples have access 

to this information, including in their own languages. The capability is there, 

and if it uses the enthusiasm of indigenous communities, it should not take a 

great deal of resources. 

 

It is frequently stressed that we live in an age of global communication yet for 

indigenous communities it remains the case that even on projects which 

threaten to have major impacts on their future and the health of their lands 

indigenous peoples are frequently isolated from any source of independent 

information or critical experience of the corporations or the operations 

proposed for them.  We need to harness that potential to ensure that  

Indigenous Peoples can access information both to protect their interests and 

to let the world know about their situation. 

 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

 

 


