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Thank you Mr. President.

Vanuatu commends the Chair-Rapporteur and the Experts Mechanism on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples for their extensive report. We urge all states to
support the proposals made by the Expert Mechanism to pass legislation and
implement  national  action  plans to achieve the aims of  the United Nations
Declaration  on  the  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  respect  their  rights  of
indigenous  people  in  the  context  of  migration  and  uphold  their  dignity  by
repatriating to indigenous peoples  their sacred items, cultural artefacts and
human remains -even the dignity of indigenous peoples to visit their customary
lands, seas and territories. 

Vanuatu  wishes  to  affirm  its  support  for  the  rights  of  indigenous  people
everywhere – and particularly in our region of Asia and Pacific. As asserted in
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, they have
rights to the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and
to live free from any discrimination. Indigenous people have the right to self-
determination,  autonomy  in  their  local  affairs  and  to  freely  pursue  their
economic, social and cultural development – and this includes our territorial
islands of Mathew and Hunter islands which is illegally claimed by France.

Vanuatu notes that the Expert Mechanism has proposed that its next annual
study would focus on the theme of the rights of indigenous peoples to lands,
territories  and resources.  We encourage the Expert  Mechanism to diligently
carry out this important study and include the pacific region, especially states
with low populations.

Vanuatu would like the Chair-Rapporteur of the Expert Mechanism to clarify
what  kind  of  technical  assistance  is  available  for  states  that  need  it  as
proposed in the report.

I thank you Mr. President.




