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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

 

I am Ofelia Davi, Secretary of the Siocon Federation of Subanon Tribal Councils.  

I am authorised to make a statement and recommendations concerning the impact of 

globalisation upon the indigenous Subanon of Siocon Zamboanga del Norte, Philippines 

on behalf of our organisation and our neighbour organisation Siocon Subanon 

Association Inc. (SSAI) under the leadership of Timuay José Anoy. For us what we know 

of globalisation is the greed of a Canadian mining company, TVI Pacific. This greed 

drives them to invade our lands to abuse our people, destroy our land, and steal our gold 

and other mineral wealth. 

 

In the last year alone 14 people have been shot and killed in different incidents related to 

the TVI proposed gold mine. Others in the community have been beaten up, threatened 

and their property destroyed. Some of our leaders, including Mr. Onsino Mato, who 

spoke to you last year, and joined a workshop dialogue organised by the UN Human 

Rights Commission (UNHCHR) in 2001, have received death threats from the company’s 

military forces. The company has used its private army to destroy the equipment and 

drive away the small-scale miners who have lived with us and provided work for our 

people since before TVI arrived. Now even the ancestral landholders need a pass from 

the company to enter their own land. 

  



We speak to call for strict regulation and monitoring of the human rights practice of 

extractive industry corporations. We need urgent protection. Our area is one of warfare 

and severe conflict. Mr Chairman the presence of a gold mine makes the conflict worse. 

We recommend that at least there should be a ban on gold mining in conflict zones.   

 

Our government has so far failed to protect us from corporate development aggression 

and abuse. Instead under advice from the World Bank, other international institutions 

and corporations the Government has changed the laws, especially the mining laws, to 

encourage more foreign investors to enter the country. The government says this is for 

national development because we still lack the capital for our own development. But it 

seems to us that the main activity of the foreign companies is to try to trick and steal our 

lands and our wealth. 

 

We are not against development but we want to choose its scale and kind. The Siocon 

Subanon Association has allowed the operation of small-scale gold miners on their lands. 

Because of this our Subanon people can find paid work, and buy rice and other essentials 

from new local stores. A school has been built. But we will never welcome TVI. We fear 

their abuses and pollution. The plans of the foreign mining company from Canada, TVI 

Pacific, is to use force to wreck the equipment and drive away the small scale miners, 

and we fear drive away even the Subanon whose ancestral land this is, and destroy the 

sacred grove, forest and watershed with their open pit goldmine and bring pollution to 

the down stream communities. 

 

We have reported before that TVI has been trying to exploit our land against our wishes 

for 10 years now. They have committed serious human rights abuses including the 

employment and use of paramilitary forces and the maintenance of armed check points, 

violent dispersal of pickets, dangerous booby trapping of foot trails, victimisation of 

opponents of their mine and other harassments.  

 

Last December 26 2002, ten Subanon and three Christians died when they were 

ambushed in a TVI vehicle. In May a major clash occurred nearby between the military 



and Muslim rebels in which more people were killed. These tragedies were used by the 

Government and company as justification for more militarization. TVI has been allowed 

to recruit 80 SCAA armed security. These are trained and armed by the military, but paid 

as employees of the company.  

 

As soon as their training finished more abuses began against us. Last May 18, 2003, one  

Subanon Parcilito Tambuco was killed by men in military uniforms. Another, Colet 

Bautao, managed to escape and is in hiding in fear of his life. During May, June and up to 

last week the community have been victimised and their property and equipment 

destroyed in a series of violent raids involving both armed TVI security and 44th infantry 

battalion.  

 

For example, last June 9, 2003, the group of TVI SCAA and guards spearheaded by 

barangay captain Bonifacio Patoh, of Tabayo, Siocon, violently dismantled the shelter 

and ball mill of Rodolfo Minao, and illegally confiscated everything within the house. 

They assaulted Mr. Minao and his wife and teenage daughter. 

 

Last June 11, 2003, Mr. Mato received a  threat of violence and to dismantle his house 

from a certain Merham Abduhalim belong to the 44th Infantry Battallion . This was for 

reporting previous abuses involving Merham. 

 

In September 2002 a resolution was passed by consensus in a meeting before the whole 

Canatuan community, within the ancestral lands of Canatuan, rejecting any large scale or 

open pit mining operation within the ancestral land. We who live downstream agree with 

this. Most Subanon organisations are deeply opposed to TVI. But it seems in 

globalisation our human rights and wishes are worth less than the right of the company to 

make profit. 

 

In October 2002, a government official tricked our leaders into joining a meeting in a 

big city hotel far from our lands. The meeting is of a group called Council of Elders, 

which includes employees of TVI not even from Canatuan. We do not recognise this 



group. Our leaders walked out when they were asked to vote to allow TVI and promised 

monthly payments from the company. Now it is claimed this meeting gave the agreement 

to mine. This is a lie. The leaders of SSAI have protested but they are being ignored. The 

voice of the company backed by the Canadian embassy has more power with our 

government.    

 

Mr Chairman if there is to be increased international investment especially in the mining 

and logging industry then it is our clear experience that there will be increased abuse. In 

globalisation we need better ways for our small voice to be heard to condemn abuses and 

tricks. We are grateful to the UN for the chance to speak but we urgently need more 

protection. We need the rights and protection of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, and the provisions contained in the UN Declaration on Indigenous Peoples Rights 

to be truly applied to us and to TVI. 

 

Last year we invited the Special Rapporteur to visit our lands, but he was not allowed by 

our government. We appeal to the Working Group and the Special Rapporteur to 

investigate. We appeal to the working group, indigenous nations and especially people 

from Canada to visit us, and report what is happening to us, before it is too late.  

 

Thank you Mr Chairman. 

 

We like to thank the Special Rapporteur for his efforts to visit our place to investigate our 

situation. We deeply regret that he was not allowed to do so because of the false 

representation of the Philippine government that the complaints against TVI were the 

subject of a 1503 complaint procedure. This is a lie. We fear therefore that we were 

denied the visit of the Special Rapporteur exactly because it would have helped us bring 

to light the cruel reality of globalisation. 

 

 


