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Mr. President, 

UNICEF notes with appreciation the attention that the Special Rapporteur has paid to children's rights during 
his mandate. We also welcome the focus in his current report on the human rights concerns of indigenous 
peoples relating to extractive industries. 

As the Special Rapporteur has noted/the extractive industry can negatively impact on the well-being of 
children. Children who work in the mining sector are particularly vulnerable to dangerous and hazardous 
work, as well as to exploitation, violence, sexual exploitation and abuse. Extractive industries are often a 
source of increased health hazards for resident populations and workers and children are at even greater 
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andHack of knowledge about possible threats. The infrastructure development that usually accompanies 
extractive industry projects can result in relocation of communities, separation of families, loss of cultural 
heritage, and denial of access to sources of livelihood. However, few families are provided adequate 
compensation, housing or suitable land, and may be relocated far from water or social services. Although 
large-scale extractive and infrastructure projects have become more conscious of the social challenges 
involved, the impact of these activities on children is often unnoticed in the rush to initiate a project with a 
tight schedule and budget, and consultative processes rarely include the concerns and voices of women, 
youth and children. 

We therefore welcome the recommendations contained in the report of the Special Rapporteur, and would 
urge for a specific focus on women and children as these are addressed. UNICEF has recently issued 
guidance for our own country offices on their engagement with extractive industries, with the goal of 
integrating children's rights into the policies and practices of these industries, and leveraging their 
considerable resources and influence in ways that promote children's rights. 

IVIr. President, a recent inter-agency study on violence against indigenous girls, adolescents and young 
women undertaken by UNICEF, UN Women, UNFPA, ILO and the Office of the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General on Violence against Children has been shared with the Expert Mechanism within the 
context of its very timely study on indigenous peoples' access to justice. 

Based on case studies from Africa, Asia, and Latin America, the study finds that the experience of violence is 
heightened among indigenous women and girls because of broader structural factors, including the history 
of colonial domination, marginalization, and dispossession, and continued discrimination against indigenous 
peoples in services such as health, education, protection and birth registration. The study calls for concerted 
efforts at addressing structural, underlying causes and risk factors that lead to violence and makes 
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recommendations on improved availability of and access to culturally appropriate prevention, protection 
and response services, including access to justice. 

UNICEF hopes that this study will be useful to the Expert Mechanism and other stakeholders, and look 
forward to continued collaboration with all partners working for the protection of the rights of indigenous 
peoples, including in the context of the upcoming World Conference. 

Thank you iVlr. President. 


