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Honorable Chairwoman and Members of the UN Permanent Forum: 

Since time immemorial, as Indigenous women we have upheld the responsibilities as caretakers of the 
family, cultures, and Mother Earth. As stewards of Mother Earth, we have the moral and spiritual 
responsibility to ensure her health and well being, to assist her in healing the damage that is being done 
to her, by advocating and working for a compassionate and wise use of her gifts. We must devote our 
strength to making this a better world for the next seven generations to come, not only for our own 
children but also for all sister and brother species. We, as Indigenous women, carry specific traditional 
knowledge on stewardship of Mother Earth that must be recognized and honoured. We must guard and 
defend the water, the air and the Earth herself and reclaim our central traditional roles and knowledge. 

We, as Indigenous women are acutely affected by climate change. In particular, Indigenous women and 
their communities from less industrialized countries suffer the consequences related to the crisis of 
climate change of the actions of heavily industrialized countries. We support the ten commandments to 
save Mother Earth as set out by President Morales who spoke about the need to make systemic changes 
to the patterns of capitalism, consumerism, armed conflict in the name of unsustainable exploitation of 
the environment, a human rights approach to economic and social development. We echo his calls for 
respecting Mother Earth through ecologically sustainable food production and use, a rights-based 
approach to development (including land rights and the right to water), local production and living well 
based on principles of complementarity, peaceful and balanced co-existence. Armed conflict has 
negatives effects on the environment and natural world, and has devastating impacts on Indigenous 
women in particular. We also support the statements of UN agencies who called for similar systemic 
changes aimed at addressing climate change, bio-cultural diversity and livelihoods through supporting 
the stewardship role of Indigenous Peoples, particularly Indigenous women. 

The polluter countries must take responsibility for their share of the harm. The UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples recognizes key rights of Indigenous peoples related to the solutions to 
climate change - namely the protection of traditional knowledge systems, indigenous languages and 
indigenous models of development, and land, territory and resource rights that promote ecological 
sustainability rather than exploitation. In particular we draw attention to, inter alia, articles 20, 23 to 29, 
31 and 32. Some of the key principles, rights and obligations relate to the right of self-determination of 
Indigenous peoples, equality and non-discrimination of individuals and peoples, the right to 
development and conservation, the right of free, prior and informed consent and recognition of Treaty 
rights. 

There are several areas where the application of the UN Declaration will result in effective solutions to 
climate change. Currently, many solutions offered are market-based. The systems of carbon-trading are 
troubling, both ethically and practically. As noted by President Morales, the Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) has not contributed to the reduction of carbon emissions. Rather, this strategy has 



led to substantially increased emissions. Effective mitigation is essential to successful adaptation. The 

The promotion of genetically modified trees, crops and other life forms as well as de-forestation, 
including to rainforests, to plant agro-fuels are extremely harmful. The processes of large scale mining 
and extraction of materials as an activity is intrinsically violent towards our Mother Earth. Fossil fuel 
development and nuclear power development and testing are also damaging to the Earth and further 
exploration and excavation must cease. 

We, as Indigenous women in communities, particularly rural and remote communities, do not have 
access to participation in national, regional and international fora related to climate change, resulting in 
marginalization and violations to their human rights. We have grave concerns with the international 
mechanisms that exist to address climate change and bio-cultural diversity. Indigenous women are 
recognized as among those most acutely affected by climate change, yet have little recourse through 
present mechanisms. For example, during the development of the Kyoto Protocol, Indigenous women 
did not have adequate participatory access. The same can be said for the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UN FCCC) process. 

We, the Global Indigenous Women's Caucus, therefore recommend and urge the Permanent Forum to: 

1) Call on States to implement the UN Declaration, principles of sustainability and 
corporate social responsibility, and to call on transnational corporations to respect these 
standards and laws. This applies particularly to highly industrialized states and the 
transnational corporations which engage in development activities in those states. 

2) Call on all UN Agencies and States to support the reclamation of traditional practices and 
laws leading to global solutions to climate change. Such practices and laws are consistent 
with the rights and obligations contained in the UN Declaration. 

3) Give attention to the Recommendations from the 1 International Forum of Indigenous 
Women: Sharing Strategies for New Challenges held in Lima, Peru (on April 13-16, 
2008), where representative of over 250 Indigenous women worldwide set out 
recommendations - we ask for special attention to be paid to the Thematic 
Recommendations #2: (on Territory, Environment and Natural Resources), # 3 (on 
Climate Change and its implications for Indigenous Peoples) an # 4 (on Biodiversity, 
Intellectual Property and Gender). The recommendations are attached to this 
intervention. 

4) Call on all States to implement the Kyoto Protocols (2005), the UN FCCC and other 
international initiatives that address climate change and bio-cultural diversity in 
conjunction with Indigenous Peoples, including Indigenous women in a full and effective 
way. Such participation should including promoting the use of traditional knowledge of 
Indigenous women, with appropriating patenting safeguards. 

5) Call on all States and Indigenous Peoples to establish a global moratorium on genetically 
modified plants and animals, on the exploration and excavation of fossil fuels, large scale 
nuclear power development and de-forestation, because these forms of development put 
life and the laws of nature in crisis. 

6) Call for a moratorium on the privatization of water, with special attention to aquifers and 
natural springs. 



7) Organize an expert workshop on the right to water, including Indigenous experts 
(particularly Elders and Indigenous women), including participation by the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms on indigenous 
peoples and the Office of the High Commission on Human Rights. 

8) Follow up on a proposal submitted by 26 Indigenous organizations at the previous 
Permanent Forum Session 6 to support an Indigenous-led Global Forum on Water and 
Peace. 

Thank you Madame Chair. 


