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Mme/Mr Président,
This is an important juncture in the process leading up to the World Conférence
on Indigenous Peoples in 2 0 1 4 . Our-overarchingtask is to ensure t h a t t h e UN
Déclaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, UN treaties and o t h e r
internationally accepted standards, are in fact implemented.
We appreciate the excellent work by the Spécial Rapporteur on the rights of
indigenous peoples, the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(EMRIP) and the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. This w o r k plays an
important rolé in promoting the implementation by States of their c o m m i t m e n t s .
Ensuring indigenous peoples' participation a t t h e World Conférence is o f crucial
importance. We want to express ourgratitude for the work concluded at Çhe UN
- General Assembly yesterday on the resolution («Organization of the High-Level
Rlenary Meeting of the General Assembly, to be know.n as the World Conférence
, on Indigenous Peoples"). The resolution defines constructive ways of ensuring
participation of indigenous peoples for processes connected to the WorldConférence.
We also wish t o c o m m e n d the Secretary-General ànd the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights for the comprehensive report "Ways and means
of promoting participation a t t h e UN of indigenous peoples' représentatives on
issues affectingthem"...
In order to ensure the participation of indigenous peoples' représentatives to UN
meetings for prèparatory discussions towards the World Conférence, Norway
has contributed 1 0 0 0 0 0 USD to the UN Voîuntary Fund for Indigenous
Populations this year. We will continue this support over the next y e a r s .
We encourage other states to contribute to the indépendant préparations by
indigenous peoples over the next years, through régional meetings, and to the
Voîuntary Fund.
. <
•
Mme/Mr Président,
t h

During the 1 8 session of the Human Rights Council, the Spécial Rapporteur
presenteda report on the situation of the Sami pëople in the Sâpmi région. The
Spécial Rapporteur made several recommendations. The Norwegian
Government welcomes the input and recommendations from the Spécial
Rapporteur. The government has made an overview that summarises .
information regarding each of thèse recommendations including.how the
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Government will follow up the recommandations. The overview will be updated
in 2 0 1 3 and 2014. The Sâmediggi is invited to comment.
Mme/MF Président,
We welcome that ail three UN mechanisms on indigenous peoples' rights are
addressing questions relatëd to extractive industries and indigenous peoples'
rights.
'
The Spécial Rapporteurs work related to extractive industries and indigenous
peoples' rights contribute both to increased knowledge and awareness of the
topic. We are looking forward to his study that will be presented next year.
We appreciate that the EMRIP has taken the issue further through its report on
indigenous peoples and the right to participate in decision-making, with a focus
on.extractive industries.
Governments and business enterprises are increasingly taking thèse issues on
board. The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights play a key rôle
in this development. The Guiding Principles constitute an overarching
authoritative global standard on how states and businesses shall protect and
respect human rights.
•
The work of the Spécial Rapporteur and the EMRIP show how the Guiding
Principles are relevant to indigenous peoples affected by extractive industries.
They address the obligation of the state to protect against human rights
violations, including those committed by business enterprises. Businesses do
havé the responsibility to respect the rights of indigenous peoples, and
corporations must ensure that they do not contribute to violations of those
rights, Human rights due diligence is a key measure in order to fulfill human
rights obligations and responsibility.
.
The Spécial Rapporteur has highlighted a need for more clarity and government
cohérence regarding business behavior in indigenous peoples' areas.
Norway has in ter alla taken two steps to meet thèse challenges:
An interdepartmental group has been established mandated to focus on
the implementation of the Guiding Principles.
•

A dialogue seminar organized in Norway between the four governments
in the Barents région, indigenous peoples and mining companies. Venues
for discussing thèse issues are needed to find means and ways of
coexistence between ail stakeholders.

M m e / M r Président,
During the consultations on the resolution on human rights and indigenous
peoples, Norway has suggested that the work regarding extractive industries
must be properly reflected in the text. We seek the support of other states for the
proposai, as it reflects a crucial issue for a sustainable livelihood. for indigenous
peoples.
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