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Mr. Chairman, 

On behalf of the United States delegation, congratulations to you and to your 
fellow Permanent Forum members on your election. Seven years in the making, this first 
meeting of the Forum represents a watershed moment wherein States and indigenous 
together may be heard and may work in partnership. The United States is pleased to bear 
witness to this historic moment. We are hopeful that as the Forum sets its first goals and 
priorities that it will focus on practical and concrete action to help improve indigenous 
well-being. 

The United States fully supports the mandate of this Forum to provide its expert 
advice to the Economic and Social Council for the ultimate benefit of other UN bodies 
and the specialized agencies. In addition, the Forum should raise awareness and promote 
integration and coordination in the UN system with regard to the preparation and 
dissemination of information on indigenous issues. This is an important and difficult 
task, and we are encouraged by the approach taken by the Forum thus far. 

Appropriate Secretariat support should be given to the work of this Forum. Like 
Australia, the United States is interested in what the Forum intends to do between now 
and the next season. We look forward to a preview of its activities thereafter. We look to 
the ECOSOC Secretariat to work with the members of the Forum to establish an 
appropriate level of support for its activities. The United States expects that the Forum 
will be funded within existing regular budget resources and voluntary contributions, as 
appropriate. 

Mr. Chairman, the United States welcomes the establishment of this Forum. We 
look forward to its concrete and practical suggestions, and we wish its members 
wisdom and success in their endeavors. 


