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I am Chief Garfield Grass Rope, a chief of the Lower Brule Lakota Band of Sioux Indians 
whose chiefs and headmen negotiated the Fort Suliey Treaty of October 14, 1865 and 
the Fort Laramie Treaty of April 29, 1868 with the United States of America. The Teton 
Sioux Nation Treaty Council is here again in accordance with our previous presentations 
to the United Nations and at the will of our full-blooded treaty descendants. 

Over the past several years in which we have been attending these meetings we have 
learned by listening and participating in this process. This knowledge is now to be used 
to focus on our expectations for the future benefit of our children and our grandchildren. 

For this reason, we have repeatedly stressed the importance of Professor  Martinez's 
Treaty Study. We would first  of all urge that the Working Group urge the Commission, 
the Sub-Commission, the Secretary General and the General Assembly to give Professor 
Martinez, in their own words, "all the assistance necessary to allow him to continue his 
work." This is not just our desire, but the stated desire of the United Nations' bodies and 
it should therefore  be carried out. He should be provided with the necessary technical 
assistance and we urge the United Nations to support the invaluable assistance provided 
by our good friend, Isabelle Schulte-Tenckhoff. 

Second, in reviewing the Second Progress Report filed by Professor  Martinez in 1995, 
we note that the United States Government, along with many others, did not respond to 
the questionnaire submitted by Professor  Martinez relative to his important study. They 
did, however, write a letter with attachments. If Professor  Martinez's report is to be 
effective  and complete, governments, like Indigneous nations and organizattions must 
cooperate with him. It is not appropriate for any party to participate only when they can 
control the situation and set the arena. It is exactly this type of interference  with process 
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and attempt to impose one specific system which underlines the importance of Professor 
Martinez's independent study. 

We recognize that certain states are trying to protect their interests and to suppress the 
inevitable justice that comes from an impartial examination of the truth. For example, 
under pressure and increased exposure, the United States is presenting the tribal 
councils of the American Federal system as proof of the benevolence of "their" Indian 
policy. But we must not be afraid to tell the truth: not here in the United Nations. Our 
elders and leaders have warned us of this policy and the danger of the federal  weapons 
employed by the colonizer. But the truth is that their federal  system is a means to abolish 
our treaties and exterminate our full blooded Lakota people. This emphasizes the need 
for international supervision of our collective rights as an Indigenous, sovereign nation. 
To say less is to sell the future of our children. These violations are violations of the 

Natural Law and the Law of the Creator. It is a simple truth that our only remaining hope 
is through the United Nations, the Working Group, the World Court and Professor 
Martinez's report. 

Madam Chairperson, I apologize if my words are too harsh, but so is the truth. To look 
honestly and openly at the world and to apply common sense is the Lakota way of life. 
I thank you for your attention. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chief Garfield Grass Rope 
Vice Chairman 
Teton Sioux Nation Treaty Council 
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