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For the past couple hundred years the spvereign authority of Alaska ̂ Native peoples has 
been undermined by both Russia and United States. Our lands and resources were 
illegitimately claimed by Russia and later illegitimately sold to the United States through 
the Treaty of Cession in 1867. 

Treaties are agreements made between two sovereigns. The United States has broken 
every single treaty made with Indigenous Nations in the continental United States. The 
United States chose not to make treaties with Alaska Native peoples in an attempt to 
avoid the sovereign recognition of our Indigenous Nations. 

The discovery of oil at Prudhoe Bay established an alignment of the oil companies and 
the US federal government to promote their combined interests. This alliance provoked 
an urgency to settle Indigenous land claims in Alaska in order to provide a right-of-way 
for the Trans-Alaska Oil Pipeline. The US Congress unilaterally passed the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act (known as ANCSA) in 1971 to legitimize US ownership 
and governance over Indigenous peoples, our lands, and access to our resources. The 
lands which were taken from us through this Act became "corporate assets" of newly 
created state chartered limited liability for-profit Native Regional and Village 
corporations. ANCSA conveyed indigenous ancestral lands to corporations instead of the 
existing Indigenous traditional governing structures because our governments were 
perceived as an impediment to assimilation and a threat to US control in Alaska. 

ANCSA changed the dynamics of how Alaskan Natives relate to the land, but also how 
we relate to one another. State promoted economic development interests are aligned 
with these Native corporations that pursue lands and marine ecosystems for economic 
gain despite adamant opposition by Alaska Native Tribes whose way of life is 
endangered. 

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Teshepuk Lake of the National Petroleum Reserve 
of Alaska, the Yukon Flats Wildlife Refuge, the Outer Continental Shelf (offshore) of 
Alaska almost in it's entirety including 83 million acres offshore within Cook Inlet, 
Bristol Bay, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas are places that are imperiled due to the sad 
legacy of ANCSA and the system of forced incorporation. These attempts to access the 
remaining lands that Alaska Natives rely on for subsistence needs are an example of 
ecocide, part of unjust US energy and economic development policy. In fact they claim 
the need to steal our resources for "homeland security" and yet the only lasting result is 
violations to our rights, lands and territories, health and well being of our peoples this 
violation of the integrity of Alaska Native ancestral lands is now felt globally through 
catastrophic effects of climate imbalance and warming of the North. 



Transnational corporate interests, take priority over our economic, social, and cultural 
rights. The same rape of our ancestral lands that has been the consistent policy of the 
United States for the past 500 years continues today. The US Alaska land claims which 
expropriated our lands from our control now is being propagated through similar "Land 
Claims" models in other countries to benefit extractive industries to displace, and divide 
other Indigenous peoples. This is being supported by the US in South America and 
possibly other countries. This behavior ̂ by governments who claim to be world leaders 
must cease. Alaska Natives and all indigenous peoples within the U.S. and abroad are 
now more endangered than ever by national energy development policy. 

The economic, social and cultural rights of Indigenous peoples remain inseparable and 
interdependent of our lands, territories and resources. Indigenous subsistence lifestyles, 
cultures, and traditional social systems form an intricate web and way of life that 
maintains the identity, social and physical health, and survival of indigenous peoples 
around the world. When we destroy one strand of the web of life, we compromise the 
entire web. 

Therefore we recommend that the UNPFII call upon UN member states, UN 
agencies and international financial institutions to: 

I. That the Permanent Forum include language within their final report of the 6th 

Session that calls attention to this intervention of the taking of indigenous land 
and territories in Alaska that impacted our right to maintain our traditional 
economies, culture, social integrity and right to manage our own resources. 

II. That Article 1 in common of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
which declares that "no people shall be deprived of its own means of subsistence", 
be implemented by States and that States report on their compliance in relation to 
this state obligation in future sessions of the UNPF. 

III. There is an immediate need for a review of impacts related to extractive industries 
activities with attendant recommendation to UN bodies and agencies. The 
Permanent Forum is the appropriate agency to facilitate this review-

rV. That the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues designate Climate Change as 

the special theme for the Seventh Session to take place in 2008. 
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