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Madame President,   

Edmund Rice International, Defensoría Edmundo Rice and the ALEPH Research Group thank
the Special Rapporteur for his update and his question to States regarding measures being
taken to protect indigenous human rights defenders from stigmatisation, criminalisation and
attacks.

In Peru, from 2013 to 2019, 19 murders of environmental defenders have been recorded
throughout  the  country,  8  of  which  were  indigenous  leaders  from the  Amazon,  whose
deaths remain unpunished. 

In the first six months of this year, three  indigenous human rights defenders, Mr. Arbildo
Meléndez, Mr. Gonzalo Pío and Mr. Lorenzo Wampagkit, were reportedly killed by alleged
land traffickers and illegal loggersi. 

Recently, on August 8, three more indigenous people died and eleven others were injured at
the  hands  of  the  police  during  a  peaceful  protest,  where  they  were  demanding   basic
services and better health conditions, in view of the Covid-19 situation, from the Petro Tal
company  and  the  Stateii.  Since  July  the  community  of  Espinar-Cuzco  has  declared  an
indefinite strike against mining activities in the areaiii.

We call on the government of Peru to

 Investigate, sanction, and make reparations within a reasonable period of time for
the deaths and other violations against indigenous human rights defenders.

 Fully  implement  the  Protocol  to  Guarantee  the  Protection  of  Human  Rights
Defendersiv adopted in 2019.



We also call on the Special Rapporteur to take these issues up with the government of Peru.

I thank you.



i OjoPúblico, "Dying for the Land: Eleven Indigenous People Murdered in the Amazon since 2013”. Recovered 
at: https://ojo-publico.com/1779/morir-por-la-tierra-indigenas-asesinados-en-la-amazonia,accessed: August 25, 2020.
ii Mongabay  LATAM,  "Peru:  three  Kukama  Indians  die  during  oil  lot  protest”.  Recovered  at:
https://es.mongabay.com/2020/08/peru-indigenas-mueren-protesta-petroleo/, accessed: September 01, 2020.
iii Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos, Special Report No. 1-2020-DHSF: "Human rights violations
that must be investigated and remedied in the social protest in Espinar, Cusco, Peru in July 2020”. Recovered at:
 http://derechoshumanos.pe/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Violaciones_DDHH_en_protesta_Espinar_DHSF-
CNDDHH.pdf,  accessed: August 26, 2020.
iv Approved by Ministerial Resolution No. 0159-2019-JUS.
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