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SPEAKER: FRANCËSCA RESTIFO 

Franciscans International woUld like to welcome Spécial Rapporteur Ms. Tauli Corpuz to the 
mandate and applaud the commitments highlighted în the report. In particular, we deem 
especially critical the Rapporteur's récognition of how the human rights-based approach to 
development is currently being marginalized in the post-2015 global development agenda. We 
would encourage the Rapporteur to actively monitor and participate in the upcoming year of 
negotiations. ** • • 

We also echo the Rapporteur's concerns over investment and trade instruments that challenge 
exîsting human rights standards. Just this week a World Bank arbitration tribunal (the 
International Center for the Settlement of Investments Disputes) is evaluating the 301 million 
dollar lawsuit brought by an Australian Company OceanaGold against the government of El 
Salvador for losses related to the current moratorium on mîning în the country. This action 
subverts the domestic démocratie debate over environmental sustaînability and overrides the 
government's sovereign will to uphold human rights obligations. 

Across our work in Africa, the Americas, and Asia we experience that the profit-driven 
extractive development model îs the greatest obstacle to overcoming the structural 
discrimination în social and economic conditions of indigenous peoples referred to in your 
report. Mining practices have devastating impacts on the lives of many indigenous peoples. 

Ms. Tauli Corpuz, we encourage your mandate to leverage expertise toward promoting more 
just and equitable policies on natural resource extraction, and increasing accountability for ail 
business and development actors for the guarantee of indigenous peoples' rights. In this 
respect, we urge your mandate to join the efforts for an international  legally  binding instrument 
on transnational  corporations  and other  business enterprises  with respect to human rights. 


