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Agenda item 5 (b) Standard setting 
Review of the draft principles and guidelines on the protection of the heritage of 

indigenous peoples. 

The importance of protecting and preserving of the heritage of indigenous peoples 
requires no further elaboration in this working group. We warmly commend this 
working group for its substantive and constructive development of this focus of its 
standard setting activities since the completion of the extremely vital contribution 
made by the study on the protection of the cultural and intellectual property of 
indigenous peoples prepared by the Special Rapporteur Mrs. Erica-Irene Daes 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/28), and subsequently expanded to an elaboration of a draft 
principles and guidelines for the protection of indigenous peoples' heritage, which 
was completed in 1995. 

We thank the learned expert member of this working group, Mr. Yozo Yokota for his 
dedication and speedy reviewing the draft principles and guidelines elaborated by 
Mrs. Daes, in a working paper completed with the able cooperation of our relatives 
from the Sami Council and presented during the last session. 

We have now reached a stage where an expanded working paper, prepared again 
by Mr. Yokota with the cooperation of the Sami Council, presents a draft guidelines 
for the protection of the cultural heritage of indigenous peoples to this working group. 
We warmly thank Mr. Yokota, the Sami Council and all those who have contributed 
to this effort. 

Such progress as we have seen in the standard setting activities of this working 
group had further demonstrated a new arena of close and meaningful collaboration 
with indigenous peoples in a work in progress within the United Nations. We note 
this as an extremely constructive advance which needs to be emulated across the 
United Nations system. 

While examining the extremely carefully elaborated draft guidelines, we do have one 
comment and one suggestion to make to its very central criteria. The authors of 
these draft guidelines have very correctly acknowledged the important role that 
indigenous women play as custodians of indigenous cultural heritage (Para I [q]). 

As we now make progress in affirming this important aspect of the 
preservation and protection of our cultural heritage, we also deeply lament the 
absence of equal, if not greater, acknowledgment of the role of our revered 
elders in keeping our cultural heritage safely not only through practice but 
through the important task of educating our young and transmitt ing this 
heritage from generation to generation. We firmly believe that it has been and 



always will be the uncompromising courage, generous understanding, warm 
humour and selfless love of our revered elders that has and wil l always 
sustain our dreams, our hopes and our heritage. We are certain that none here 
today will refuse to associate with us in recommending to this working group 
that the role of our elders in the inter-generational t ransmission of indigenous 
cultural heritage be affirmed in these underlying criteria of the draft guidelines. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, we associate ourselves with the final recommendations made 
by this expanded working paper and also believe that these recommendations will be 
welcomed by the working group and adopted as its own agenda for future work on 
this critical standard setting thematic. 

Khurumjan! Thank you 


