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Thank you, Madam Chair.

The Philippine Constitution guarantees the protection of the rights of the more than
14 million indigenous peoples belonging to 110 ethno-linguistic communities in the
Philippines. Indigenous peoples make up about 15% of our population. The Indigenous
Peoples Rights Act (or the IPRA) legislated in 1997 recognizes their inherent rights to
ancestral lands, to self-governance and self-determination, cultural identity, participation
in decision-making, and their full development and empowerment. The law requires that
the free prior informed consent of indigenous peoples is obtained on any development
that impacts them.

The Philippine Government is mindful of its commitments under the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and continues to work towards the full
realization of the human rights and development of all indigenous peoples in the country.

The National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) is fast-tracking the
issuance of the Certificates of Ancestral Land Titles to realize the collective rights to land,
territories and resources of indigenous peoples. More than 200 certificates of land titles
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have been issued, covering over 5 million hectares of land and benefitting more than 1.2

million indigenous rights holders.

The Ancestral Domain Sustainable Development and Protection Plan, formulated

by and with the indigenous peoples, promotes a culture- and rights-based approach to

development and reflects the present and future desired conditions of indigenous

peoples.

The Government values indigenous knowledge on disaster risk reduction and

management and organized conferences on strengthening the Traditional Leaders’
Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Practices on Disaster. The Government also

allocates resources and buffer funds to indigenous communities to enable them to

respond to emergencies.
The Government ensures that basic education is respectful of the heritage of

indigenous peoples. It established the Philippine Indigenous Peoples Education Program,

engaging elders and IP leaders to ensure that education programs are truly inclusive and

relevant. More than 8,000 public school teachers and staff have undergone IP education.

The implementation of the Philippine Indigenous Peoples Ethnographies Project,

launched in 2017, is currently underway and expected to produce ethnographies by the
It is aimed at preserving indigenous culture andindigenous peoples themselves,

revitalizing precious indigenous languages.

Madam Chair,

The Philippines is proud of its culture, made rich, diverse and colorful by its

indigenous peoples. Our indigenous peoples are our people. We embrace them, protect

them, defend them.

Thank you.
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