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Thank you, Madame Chair, 

My name is Tibusugngu Peongsi. I'm here representing Tsou Peoples' Council to 

make a statement about the issues of standard-setting for land and resources 

development. 

According to our ancient traditions, our ancestors have been living Ijfefl^'on our 

homeland for more than five thousand years. In those long history, we have co-existed 

together with the other indigenous peoples on the island, with e&gf our own way of 

self-rule and self-management on our traditional territories. We have built up our own 

traditional ways of social and cultural mechanisms, and developed a harmonious 

relationship between us the Tsou People with the land and natural resources. 

Living in our traditional homeland, the indigenous peoples have suffered through 

successive periods of colonization for the last 400 years, by foreign regimes from both 

the more powerful European and Asian states. For the most of these times, we resisted 

the colonial administration, stayed on our traditional territory, and maintained the 

sustainable way of life. That is to say, the use and heritance of the land were followed 

by traditional regulations with the spirit of sharing within the community. 

Since the colonization period, we were deprived of our land under the rule of 'Terra 

Nullius". We used to have 1,700,000 hectares of land, but we were forced to give up a 

significant part of i t Now it has decreased to 24,000 hectares, which is only 14% of 

the original land. That is to say, each person in our community can only be 'granted' 3 

hectares of land, as we used to have a population of 80,000. But now, the population 

has increased to 400,000, living on the same limited area of land. 

The vast area of ancestral hunting ground, the forest, mountains, and rivers that once 
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belonged to our ancestor are now in the possession of the state-government. What is 

left for our people is a much smaller tract of so-called "reserved land". Without any 

consultation with our people, the current government followed the land policy of the 

previous Japanese colonial government. They even went a step further to deny our 

way of traditional land title. Also under the pretext of 'National Development', the 

state-government agencies came forth to invade and exploited our land and natural 

resources. 

On the traditional territories of indigenous peoples, all the dams, military grounds, 
national parks, mines, recreation areas, and even the storage of nuclear waste were 
build on indigenous land without any regards for our entitlement to the ancestral land. 
We were forced to relocate without a reasonable means of compensation. 

Furthermore, the enforcement of land privatization has diminished our traditional 

communal land title, which leads to individualism and dissolution of the traditional 

community as a whole. The indigenous way of life, the family and community 

structure have lost the integrity that had been built up since the time of our ancestors. 

The state-government agencies not only exploits our land at their will, but also 

enables non-indigenous settlers, or as business consortiums, to exploit our resources 

which leads to the great loss of our traditional land. 

The state-government has utterly failed to resolve the land disputes. They have not 

allowed the inclusion of indigenous peoples to participate in the process, in regards to 

setting standards for the regulations on the land management and development. 

Under the unfair gerrymandering of voting districts, our People could barely 

participate in any decision making process. Now, we face the problem of •sufficient 

land, and many of our people were forced to migrate to urban areas for better working 

and economic conditions. But these indigenous migrants to the urban areas have a 

difficult time with the difficult working conditions on the job sites. Also the 

state-government have not provided any effort ana/ assistance for the improvement of 

their living and working conditions. 

Due to all these difficult situations, especially the long-term exploitation of land and 

the natural resources, as indigenous people with a small population, we were 

gradually assimilated by the majority of the society. Although the government 

constantly speaks of the respect toward our people, it is only lip service. "NeZ^ /y /^ 



improvement has been made in all these years. 

The insincere rhetoric is nothing but an unsuccessful try to cover up the injustice of 

the existing political, economical and cultural systems. The exploitation and 

deprivation of our natural and cultural heritage still go on. 

Although we are now in the 2 1 s l century, we do not see a brighter future. Madame 

Chair and all our indigenous sisters and brothers, here we claim that the 

state-government should change their policies on indigenous peoples. Following the 

Draft Declaration on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the state-government 

shall return our traditional territory back to the community, re-assert our right to 

autonomy, self-management and our right to development according to the indigenous 

traditions. We must establish the standards for development of the land and the natural 

resources, set up rules for its use and access by government agencies and private 

interests, and the rules for utilizing the natural resources within our traditional 

territory. So that our people's future growth and sustainable development in the 

communities can be guaranteed. 

Yokeoasu na Mansonsou mut (Tsou language) 

I wish for the health and the purity of your body and soul. 
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