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Madam Chairperson, 

• The Australian Indigenous delegation would like to begin by acknowledging the decision of 
the Permanent Forum to maintain its focus on the Millennium Development Goals. Whilst 
significant concerns exist regarding the lack of Indigenous participation in the drafting and 
implementation of the MDGs, we understand the need for an identified framework to 
overcome extreme poverty and reduce disparities between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
populations. The mandate of the Permanent Forum provides the capacity to influence and 
contribute to these processes given the extensive networks in international Indigenous affairs 

Indigenous peoples are all too familiar with the complexity of the inter-related issues that 
form the body of the MDG's aspirations. Implementing initiatives which aim to 
simultaneously resolve Indigenous peoples circumstances in areas of economy, society, 
health, education and the environment is a daunting task, particularly given that all too often 
we are dealing with unsympathetic governments. 

Sadly, in Australia the biggest challenge we face with respect to the MDGs is getting the 
Government to acknowledge the need for domestic strategies to implement a program of 
action consistent with this international framework. With an air of arrogance the Australian 
government chooses to see its responsibility to the MDGs purely as a matter of foreign 
policy. We can only conclude that the circumstances in which our peoples live are a source 
of embarrassment, which the Australian government does not want to bring attention to for 
risk of comparison with developing nations. 

At present, Australian government policy emphasises the need to improve the material 
wealth of Indigenous Australians primarily through employment. However, the government 
fails to appreciate the need to incorporate critical elements of human and social development 
that will also maintain cultural integrity. This is in spite of organisations such as the UN 
Development Program providing evidence and advice through its 2004 Human 
Development Report about the critical importance of respecting cultural diversity. Programs 



that seek to address Indigenous people's circumstances must be adapted to the sensitivities 
and specific socio-cultural contexts at the local and regional levels. 

• While the MDGs provide an important international framework for addressing extreme 
poverty and health and social outcomes, it is vital that further work is undertaken to ensure 
that the related programs fully appreciate and respect Indigenous peoples rights and 
aspirations. This work should include: 

o protection of Indigenous people's traditional knowledge and intellectual property 
rights (including among other things traditional healing, land and resource 
management); 

o defining and utilising Indigenous methodologies and cultural practices; 
o building an evidence base that identifies the linkages between culture, language, land 

and improved health and social outcomes; 
o knowledge translation; that is, translating research findings into policy, resource 

allocation and practice; and 
o building capacity in Indigenous communities so that research is undertaken by 

Indigenous Peoples for Indigenous Peoples, thus ensuring participation and 
ownership of processes and outcomes. 

• We note that a number of initiatives are underway that have been prompted by Permanent 
Forum recommendations 

• the World Health Organisation has convened a Commission on the Social Determinants of 
Health 

• The Ethics, Trade, Human Rights and Health Law, Sustainable Development and Healthy 
Environments (ETH/SDE) unit within WHO is responsible for work in health and human 
rights and the development of an international Indigenous health work-plan 

• The Expert Working Groups and Committees on Indicators of Wellbeing and Indigenous 
Peoples are undertaking valuable work 

Madam Chairperson the Australian Indigenous delegation recommends: 

1. that WHO provide a report to the Permanent Forum on its work with indigenous peoples 
regarding their health at its f session and report regularly thereafter (annually); 

2. that, in cooperation with the Permanent Forum, WHO convene a forum on Indigenous 
Peoples Health to discuss effective participation of indigenous peoples, specific timelines, 
benchmarks and targets for the achievement of indigenous peoples' health equality; 

3. the Permanent Forum promotes the establishment of a global research agenda, as set out 
in our statement, to develop appropriate frameworks for the implementation of the MDGs 
and other programs related to indigenous peoples that are informed, directed and 
controlled by indigenous peoples; 

4. calls upon all States, particularly developed nations, to adopt and implement the MDGs 
as domestic policy for indigenous peoples in order to facilitate and accelerate the 
reduction in disparities for health and social justice indicators. 


