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Mr. Chairperson, 

On behalf of the Indigenous Peoples 
Group. 

t, I offer a resolution for consideration by this Working 

" Reaffirming the commitment of the international community to the economic, social and cultural 
well-being of Indigenous Peoples and their enjoyment of the fruits of sustainable development; 

Recognizing the inherent dignity and the unique contribution of Indigenous Peoples to the 
development and diversity of society; 

Cognizant that in many regions of the world Indigenous Peoples have been, and are stili being, 
discriminated against and deprived of their human rights and fundamental freedoms, and in 
particular, that they have lost their lands, territories and resources to colonists, commercial 
companies and State enterprises; 

Noting that the General Assembly recognizes the importance of strengthening the human and 
institutional capacity of Indigenous Peoples to develop their own solutions to their problems, 

Accepting the Final Declaration of the 1993 Vienna World Conference on Human Rights that while 
development facilitates the enjoyment of all human rights, the lack of development may not be 
invoked to justify the abridgement of internationally recognized human rights; 

Noting the call of the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights that States should, in accordance 
with international law, take concerted positive steps to ensure respect for all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples, on the basis of equality and non-discrimination, and 
recognize the value and diversity of their distinct identities, cultures and social organizations; 

Noting also that the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights urges States to ensure the full and 
free participation of Indigenous Peoples in all aspects of society, in particular in matters of concern 
to them. 

Recalling that the ! 994 International Conference on Population and Development concluded that all 
human rights violations and discrimination, especially forms of coercion, must be eliminated; 

Realizing that the Durban Declaration on Racism urges States to guarantee Indigenous Peoples the 
exercise of their human rights and fundamental freedoms on the basis of equality, non
discrimination and full and free participation in all areas of society, in particular in matters affecting 
or concerning their interests; 
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Noting that the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination calls upon 
State parties to ensure that members of Indigenous Peoples have equal rights in respect of effective 
participation in public life and that no decisions directly relating to their rights and interests are 
taken without their informed consent; 

Emphasizing that an objective of the Decade is the promotion and protection of the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and their empowerment to make choices which enable them to retain their 
cultural identity while participating in political, economic and social life, with full respect for their 
cultural values, languages, traditions and forms of social organization; 

Emphasizing also that Governments, as part of the agenda of the International Decade on the 
World's Indigenous Peoples, were requested by the General Assembly to seek means, in 
consultation with Indigenous Peoples, of giving Indigenous Peoples greater responsibility for their 
own affairs and an effective voice in decisions on matters which affect them; 

Affirms that Indigenous Peoples must be allowed to exercise their right to free, prior and informed 
consent in decisions which relate directly to their rights and interests, in order to realize the benefits 
and protections intended under the universal Declaration on Human Rights; and 

Calls upon the Working Group on Indigenous Populations, the Sub-Commission on the Promotion 
and Protection of Human Rights and Commission on Human Rights to affirm and elaborate on this 
right of free, prior and informed consent." 

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. 


