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Madam Chairperson, 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address this august assembly. I am 
Legborsi Saro Pyagbara from the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People 
(MOSOP). 

The attainment of a decent standard of living for which we all strive and for which 
targets were being set under the Millennium Development Goals cannot be met 
without the protection and proper management of our environment which is our 
common heritage. For us in Ogoni, the environment remains a man's first right, 
without it, he cannot live to claim all other rights. 

Madam Chairperson, the proper management of the environment by Indigenous 
peoples is tied to the sort of control and access provided under the current land 
use laws being operated in our various countries.Recognising the inadequacy in 
the Nigerian Land Use Laws which exclude indigenous peoples and divests them 
of the control over the management of their land, the Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination had called on the Nigerian government to 
repeal the 1978 Land Use Act in its concluding observations on Nigeria in 2005 as 
published in CERD/C/NGA/CO/18.The Nigerian government is yet to take any 
step in that direction. 

In the same report, the Committee had also urged the Nigerian government in 
respect of the Ogoni situation to take urgent measures to combat "environmental 
racism" and degradation. In particular, the Committee reiterated that along with 
the right to exploit natural resources, there are specific, concomitant obligations 
towards the local population, including effective and meaningful consultation. 

Madam Chairperson, we have spent the past few days discussing climate change 
and its impact, but whilst that discussion lasted, tongues of fire from gas flares 
continue to dot the Niger Delta skyline. Today, with over 128 flare stacks, Nigeria 
remains the only country in the world where over 70% of associated gas is being 
flared on a daily basis. This has made carbon dioxide emissions in the Niger Delta 
to be among one of the highest in the world. Some 45.8 billion kilowatts of heat 
are discharged into the atmosphere of the Niger Delta from flaring 1.8 billion 
cubic feet of gas every day (Agbola and Olurin, 2003). Gas flaring has raised 
temperatures and rendered most areas in the Niger Delta uninhabitable. The 



contributory role of gas flaring to the emission of greenhouse gases and global 
warming and by implication, climate change is no longer a debate. The Niger 
Delta continues to suffer under the blight of this man made scourge. This is 
environmental racism as most of the multinational oil corporations involved would 
dare not do this in their home countries. 

Madam Chairperson, despite several spirited calls by well meaning people all over 
the world for Nigeria to halt the flaring of associated gases, the union of interest 
between the multinational oil corporations led by Shell Petroleum Development 
Company and the Nigeria State had prevented the latter from yielding to that call 
and the date for the stoppage of this scourge had been postponed once again by the 
government. 

Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Forum, it is in this light that 
we are recommending that the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues join us by taking a public stand against the politics of gas flaring in the 
Niger Delta and Nigeria if the MDG goal of environmental sustainability is to be 
achieved. 

We also call on the Nigeria government to put in processes of repealing the 1978 
Land Use Act as soon as possible. 

Thank you. 
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