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The Commission of Human Rights (CHR) this spring mandated the WGDD to meet for three weeks in 2005 to move 
forward its review ofthe 1994 Draft Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DD). Representatives of both 
indigenous peoples and states made clear, at the meeting of the CHR, that they want to see the WGDD complete its 
task as soon as possible.   We fervently hope that we will soon be able to celebrate the General Assembly's adoption 
of a Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that its beneficiaries can support. 

At the same time, it must be said that many indigenous peoples have been highly frustrated with the working methods 
followed by the chair of the WGDD over the last decade.   In the main, we felt that the chair held back, rather than 
promoted, the provisional adoption of a significant number of articles on which there was virtual consensus. It also 
appears from the record that proposals for changes to the 1994 text were given priority over arguments for respecting 
its original wording. Having received the approval of the Sub-Commission and Indigenous peoples' nations and 
organizations, the 1994 text deserves a high presumption of validity and integrity. In the last two years, however, the 
chair introduced the highly productive device of assigning controversial subjects to sub-working groups to work out 
under the guidance of two co-chairs: one indigenous and one from states. This method noticeably accelerated 
agreement over mutually acceptable language. 

In light of the need to press forward with the review of the Declaration, and building on the proven value of 
indigenous/state co-chairmanships of the sub-working groups, we ask the Permanent forum to recommend to the 
WGDD the following changes in its methods of work: 

1. That it add an indigenous co-chair, to be elected by the Indigenous Caucus in Geneva, to the 
chairmanship of the WGDD. 

2. That sub-working groups continue to be co-chaired by an Indigenous and a state representative 
respectively. 

3. That the integrity of the 1994 Declartion be presumed and that changing language in the 1994 
Declaration only be made to strengthen and clarify the original document and to be considered only after me most 
careful scrutiny and due consideration. 

4. That provisions receiving overwhelming support from participants be promptly, albeit 
provisionally, adopted. 

We believe that these proposals can help to build upon the momentum gained over the past few years in the 
Working Group on the Draft Declaration as well as assist in meeting the goals of passage of a fair and just 
Declaration as mandated by the Commission on Human Rights. Thank you for your attention Madam Chair. 

To hear the voices of our people, even unto the Seventh Generation... 


