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Thank you Madam Chair. 

We address one of the most critical matters for Indigenous Peoples within the UN system, the UN 
Declaration Tor the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. As many here well know, there has been 
widespread recognition by many Indigenous Peoples, some States as well as UN officials that 
there is a critical need for "a new and dynamic methods of work" in order to facilitate this process 
and insure its successful outcome. We note with appreciation that the UN High Commissioner on 
Human Rights once again reiterated that call when she addressed this Forum on Monday of last 
week. 

Along with a great number of other Indigenous Peoples and organizations, we continue to be 
profoundly concerned that that the process which has been used in recent years m the 
Intercessional Working Group is resulting in the dimimshment of the rights of Indigenous Peoples 
as contained in the Subcommission Text of the Declaration, which most Indigenous Peoples have 
agreed is the minimum acceptable standard required for the recognition, protection and defense of 
Indigenous Peoples' Rights Worldwide. 

We also continued to be very concerned that the current process does not include a viable 
mechanism for real input by the wide range of Indigenous Peoples who are not abfe to attend the 
UN sessions but who will be impacted by the outcome. They deserve and require a voice in the 
final decision making process. In our view, the situation is critical and requires die intervention of 
this body, in accordance with its mandate to provide advice and consultation to the UN system in 
matters that affect and impact Indigenous Peoples. 

Towards this end we call upon the UN Permanent Forum ou Indigenous Issues to make the 
following recommendations to ECOSOC: That it be recommended to the Commission on 
Human rights and its Working Group considering the Draft declaration on the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples: 

1. Reaffirm that (he Sub Commission text will continue to be the basis of discussion for the 
Working Group on the Declaration; and. 

2. Affirm that no declaration wi l l  be adopted by die Commission or the Working Group 
without Indigenous Peoples' free, prior and informed consent. 



Regarding a new process and method of work for the discussions towards adoption of the 
Declaration: 

3. Call upon the intersessionai Working group to begin its next session with a 
broad discussion and agreement among all participants, to "new and 
dynamic methods of work".   These discussions would include the parameters and 
principles for the debate, timeframes and objectives for each of its sessions. and effective 
methods to ensure the full, equitable, broad and equal participation of Indigenous Peoples 
and organizations both within and outside the UN sessions, as those most affected by the 
final outcome 

4. Ensure immediate progress, all preambuiar paragraphs and operative article from 
the Sub com miss ion text for which there are no objections or proposals for changes 
be immediately adopted. The "package" approach of the present process is blocking 
progress, and should be abandoned. Proposals for changes must be discussed separately 
on their own merits. Adoption of preambuiar paragraphs and articles to which there are no 
objections should not be held hostage in order to weaken other provisions of the original 
text, 

5. lake up for discussion articles in the Sub-Commission text that appear to any of the 
participants to fall below the level of human rights laws, norms and standards which 
have evolved since the text was completed in 1994. This may present an opportunity to 
strengthen the text, if in fact such instances can be identified and there is consensus 
among the participants about the need to strengthen the text accordingly.' 

6. Assess as well all other proposals for consistency with existing international human 
rights law and standards.  A Declaration on the rights of Indigenous peoples must not be 
allowed to fall below such existing standards. - They should be affirmed as the basis for 
analysis of all proposals. Cleary it would be a violation of UN standard setting principles, 
for any UN body to consider new that falls below existing human rights norms. Any 
proposals that are discriminatory or seek to relegate the rights of Indigenous Peoples' to a 
lesser standard than those established for other Peoples cannot be considered. 

7. After these steps are taken, Discuss proposals for additional changes that, either 
clarify or strengthen the text, or which address outstanding concerns without 
diminishing the minimum standard contained in the present text. We understand, 
having participated in this process since its inception at the United Nations, that such 
proposals will require considerable reflection, discussion and debate for any consensus on 
them to be reached.   But there is no way to avoid this proccss: and we must all be willing 
to take the necessary time to develop a true consensus on the most difficult issues, based 
on the above states principles, when that time comes. 

We further request that this session of the Permanent Forum recommend to 
ECOSOC that: 

I.   The UN Secretary General he requested to place high priority on all matters related 
to the Declaration in the allocation of human and technical resources. 



2. The Office of the High Commissioner be invited to conduct a technical study of 
legal and philosophical sources as well as the needs, perspectives and points of view 
of Indigenous Peoples regarding the rights contained in the Declaration. This study 
should serve as a basis for consideration prior to making proposals for changes to the 
original text. 

3. The upcoming workshop to be held in Mexico regarding the Declaration's 
fundamental issues, be called upon to address as a priority the method of work in 
the Working Group including the organization of the debates, the broader 
participation, as well as the full, free and informed consent of Indigenous Peoples, 
and its guarantee in all stages of this process. 

Madame Chairperson, an important aspect of existing international law from the perspective of 
Indigenous Peoples includes the principles contained in the Nation-to-Nation Treaties and 
Agreements that were freely entered into by Indigenous Peoples. settler governments and other 
States. These treaties are themselves international standards and they also address and uphold a 
wide range of the rights contained in the current text.   By accepting provisions in a Universal 
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that fall below the standards and relationships 
established in these legally binding Nation to Nation Treaties, Indigenous Peoples would be at 
risk of violating their own Treaties, or those of other Indigenous Peoples. 

Madam Chair and other members of this Forum, we are acutely aware that this process and its 
outcome will affect our Peoples and Nations in our homelands, and especially our future 
generations. We keep their interests first and foremost in our minds and hearts at all times, and in 
that spirit we thank you for your attention to this vital matter.. 

Thank you, for all our relations. 


