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Distinguished Representatives, Member States, Brothers, and Sisters, 

I am honored to present on behalf of The O'odham VOICE Against the WALL representing the Traditional 
O'odham Leaders of Cu:Wi I-gersk community, Northern Sonora, Mexico and the ceremony Elders of Ali Jegk 
community of Southern Arizona, United States, and the O'odham Youth Collective. 

Distinguished Representatives and Member States, the O'odham (the people) arc not immigrants. Our oral history 
defines our territory and who we are; our identity is in our lands which hold sacred ancestral remains since the 
creation of this world. Our Him'dag, the O'odham way of life, is mandated by the Creator. O'odham Him'dag. our 
basic principle is to live in harmony with nature and all humanity. 

Human right violations occur on O'odham lands daily and it is a direct result of the increased militarization on the 
United States and Mexico International boundary. Human Rights abuse is at a crisis state along this Border. The 
United States Department Homeland Security is an armed military that is using violence to enforce U.S. 
Immigrations laws upon the O'odham. Human Right abuses include verbal attacks, unlawful searches, threats of 
entrapment, intimidation, arrests, and deaths. Furthermore O'odham are denied access to traditional routes for 
ceremonial use by means of harassment, verbal threats and physical abuses. Although these human right 
violations are not the only factor, there are also environmental impacts that the O'odham territory face such as 
encroachment by the construction of roads, fences and structures which are destroying the natural habitat of 
O'odham animals, plants, waterways, and mountains. 

A recent passed U.S. Congressional Wavier does not give notice to tribes along the border, upon unearthed and 
desecration of human remains, or artifacts while they construct walls and fences. This will further violate United 
States and International Protection Laws; Intellectual Properties, Sacred Sites and burial site provisions. 

We continue to seek the help of this international body to peacefully reconcile the Human Rights abuses in 
O'odham territory in Mexico and U.S. to guarantee our rights to our territory, safe passage, and honor the integrity 
of our people and communities. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

We appeal to this International body to begin a Human Rights abuse Investigation by the Commission on 

Human Rights on O'odham territory in the United States and Mexico. We ask for immediate action by this 
Forum for the protection of O'odham, including Right to travel without restriction on O'odham territory. Although 
Special Rapporteur Rodolfo Stevenhagen visited the region, there was limited O'odham participation due to 
extreme poverty that hindered them to travel to present their grievances. The O'odham were also not informed 
about the Special Rapporteur's visit to the region. Furthermore, due to the misrepresentation and diversion from 
O'odham and O'odham critical issues by groups such as Tonaticrra, a Chicano organization based in of Phoenix , 
Arizona 


