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AT THE UN- PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES 

New York, 16-27 May, 2005, Fourth Session 

Agenda Item No. 4 (a): Human Rights, nith special emphasis on an interactive dialogue nith the Speciai 
Rappoteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of the human rights and fundamentai freedoms of 
indigenous people. 

Mme. Chauperson: 

This statement contains some remarks in brief on the situation of the human rights and fundamental f~eedoms of the 
indigenous people and how it can be improved. 
The situation of the indigenous people and the tribal peoples in manyfmost of the countries of the third world and 
particularly in Asia and Africa has continued to deteriorate more or less steadily since last several decades in ail 
spheres of life in spite of considerable efforts made by the UN and other organizations for their development and 
protection. 

1. Therefore, it seems necessxy that a thorough investigation of the development aid policies and irnplementation 
systems includmg the protection and promotion of human rights must take place in order to make necessxy 
corrections. 
2. The principles and implementation methods of social and econornic development are universal =d weli h o u a  
like the human rights. These must be applied in practice for ail i n c l u h g  indigenous peoples, and not denied by 
giving fake reasons. Some of these include: 

* Fiill participation m d  fieedom of choice in ail development activities afècting them. 
* Help fiom people to people 
* Help for self sufïïciency 
* Fdi  transparency 

3. latemational AdAssistance must undergo thorough international monitoring fiom the very beginning, (because 
most/many of the aidassistance have not reached them). 
4. Restrainl by the dominant society must be replaced by empowering the indigenous people. Restraint is the main 
cause of their desperate situation (and not lack of ability to develop themselves). 
5. Encouragement and promotion should be given for permanent forums for dialogue between different religions, 
includmg indigenous religions, at regional, national as well as international levels. (There can not be peace, hope or 
progess for the rninorities hke us nithout peace and understandmg between the different religions and cultures). 
6.  Worldnide famdy planning and protection of forest must get top prioriîy in al1 development considerations. 
(There is no hope of srnival for a large number of indigenous peoples nithout these measures). 
In many countries indigenous peoples are being replaced by dominating peoples. (Stmggle for resources has : 
already). 
7. Close cooperation and coordinated activities of ail organization concemd, such as the UN-Human Rights 
Department, World Bank, WHO, Human Right Organizations, F u n h g  Agencies and Churches are required for a 
reai progress for dl .  (Each organization should not be satisfied vith a good work/resuit, it achieves. They must 
judge if their concerted fintegral efforts are moving the whole human cornmuniiy in a positive direction or not). 
8. A program for worldwide promotion and education for peace, tolerance and understanding (for the minorities hke 
us) should be worked out and implemented. It shouid include balanced school text books as well as a moral code for 
information systems like television, news papers and intemet. 
9. Worldwide research program for humane and sustainable development for whole human society (includmg 
minorities) should be promoted from the UN as well as from national research authorities. 
10. Depriving the very livelihood of indigenous peoples uithout adequate and real compensation and hence slow 
genocide should be considered as a crime against humanity. 

May 1 thank you Mme. Chauperson and my brothers and sisters for your land attention and request as well as hope 
that the suggestions find sympathetic considerations in the respective institutionsibodies. 


