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Thank you Mdm Chairperson, 

The Saami Council has on numerous occasions addressed the Permanent 
- Forum to draw attention to grave violations of the Saami people's human rights. We remain 

deeply concerned over continued such violations, and have for instance at this session 

highlighted discrimination by Swedish courts in court proceedings regarding Saami reindeer 

grazing lands and excessive logging in Saami reindeer grazing areas in Finland. 

Nonetheless, we would take this opportunity to offer two examples of good 

practices. Firstly, many of you remember the former Chairperson of the Forum, professor 

Ole-Henrik Magga two years ago comparing the then the proposed Finnmark Land 

Management Act with Norway spitting in his face. Following also sharp criticism by e.g. the 

CERD Committee, Norway withdrew the initial proposed Finnmark Act and entered into 

negotiations with the Saami Parliament. With tirne, these negotiations came to be based on a 

recognition by Norway that international law does not allow Norway to adopt an act so 

fundamental to the Saami society without the approval of the Saami people. The Saami 

Council is happy to report that the negotiations have now concluded, that the Norwegian 

and the Saami people managed to reached an agreement, and that earlier this afternoon, the 

Norwegian parliament passed an act on resource management in the Saami areas in 

Northern Norway - the Finnmark Act - that the Saami parliament had previously approved. 

We comrnend Norway for how it conducted the dialogue with the Saami parliament during 

the second face of the Finnmark Act process, and invites the Permanent Forum to study this 

process as a positive example of implementina the principle of free, prior and Lnformed 

consent. 

Secondly, allow us to draw the attention to work currently carried out by the 

Finnish, Norwegian and Swedish governments - in cooperation with the Saami Parliaments 

in the three countries. Through these bodies, the Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish and Saami 

peoples are negotiating a Saami Convention - a legally binding international instrument 

outlining in detail the human rights of the Saarni people that Finland, Norway and Sweden 

are bound to respect. As a second goal, the Saami Convention seeks to reduce to the largest 



extent possible the problems that arise for the Saami people due to the fact that our 

territories are today crossed by national borders. Even though, the Saami people, because of 

still existing flaws in international law, cannot formally be party to the Convention, the 

Saami Convention recognizes that it cannot enter into force without the approval of the 

Saami Parliaments. The Saami Convention incorporates fundamental human rights as the 

right to self-determination and land rights, but also elaborates on these rights by outlining 

how these rights can materialize themelves with regard to the Saami people. Thus, the 

Saami Convention describes how Saami self-determination shall be implemented through 

the Saami parliaments, and addresses specifically land use particular to the Saami culture, 

such as reindeer husbandry and sea fishing. Unfortunately, the Russian Federation and the 

Saami people on the Russian side are not yet involved in this project. Still, the Saami Council 

invites the Permanent Forum and UN member states to study the Saami Convention as an 

example of good - practice. We believe that this kind of r e ~ o n a l  - ameements - between states 

and indigenous peoples can serve to increase the recomition of indigenous peoples human 

rights. 

Thar& you Mdm Chairperson. 


