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My name is Yupo Abe. 1 represent the Ainu People in Japan. 
-- 

We would like to begin by congratulating the election of Madarn Chair. 

We would like to take ths  opportuniiy to share with you the current human rights situation of the 

Ainu in Japan. Since the Ainu Culture Promotion Act of 1997, the Japanese government has not 

taken any new initiatives to irnprove the human rights conditions of Ainu. The Ainu do not face the 

kind of poverty that the Millennium Development Goals is seeking to address, but many of our Ainu 

brothers and sisters occupy the lowest stratum in the prosperous Japanese Society. The roots of this 

suffering lie in the history of exploitation that the Ainu have experienced, in which Our lands and 

properties were taken away and our collective rights to land and resources have not been recognized 

by the government. As a result, we have faced extreme poverty in Japan and only in our generation 

have we started enjoying the right to primary education. This type of systematic deprivation is 

continuing even today and even though Our children are educated in schools, because of their 

socioeconomic background, the structural inequality puts them in disadvantage relative to the 

chldren of mainstream Japanese. 

The structural inequality also deprives us of our social nghts, such as the nghts to pension and health 

insurance, because many of us cannot afford the premiums for such social services. Thus, despite 

living in one of the world's most prosperous econornies, the Ainu are still suffering fiom extreme 

poverty. 

The Millennium Development Goals has been one of the main foci of the UN in the 1ast several 

years, and the Second Decade of the Indigenous Peoples will also focus on the MDGs. M i l e  we 

applaud the efforts, we feel that the MDGs may not solve al1 the problems of indigenous peoples in 

the world. In addition to issues such as poverty elimination and prirnary education, we believe that 



issues such as cultural identiîy of indigenous groups and the right to self-determination ought to be 

addressed as well. 

Toward that end, we propose the following. 

(1) UN agencies and member states adopt the Draft Declaration as soon as possible. 

(2) in pursuing the MDGs, UN agencies should work toward mainstrearning of indigenous issues 

and the recognition of indigenous people's rights in the UN system. 

(3) UN agencies and member states should ensure prioritization of promotion of indigenous 

people's rights by establishing the national level monitoring system. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views. 


