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~ ~ ~ C h a i ~ e r s o n  and mernbérs of the Permanent Forum, this presentation is the result of the 

collective discussion of Inuit Circumpolar Youth Council, ICYC Greenland. 

We urge the Permanent Forum to make the following recommendations: 

1.  To request the United Nations agencies to pay attention to the environmental, 

socioeconomic and cultural impact of military activities in the Arctic. Since World War II a 

great number of military bases have been established in the Arctic. In connection to these 

militaxy activities, including training of pilots flying supersonic jet planes, have been part 

everyday life in many part of the Arctic. The military bases and the training activities have 

impacted the land and the lives of indigenous peoples in these parts in different ways such as 

relocation, abandoning traditional hunting grounds, polluting strearns and creating noise 

nuisance. Hence it is of great importance to take action to map the military activities, to 

analyse their impacts of the living conditions of the indigenous peoples of the Arctic and to 

set up a strategy to avoid the negative consequences of military presence. We hear that other 

indigenous peoples have similar and other problems related to military presence in there 

homelands. Hence 1 request that UN takes action to develop a sub-commission on military 

issues and indigenous peoples with the goal to protect and promote our human rights. 

2. To request the UN agencies and UNESCO to focus on suicides arnong indigenous peoples, 

their causes and the development of suicide prevention strategies. 

The suicide rates per 100.000 persons Vary arnong Inuit across the Arctic: 



100 in Greenland, 120 in Nunavut, 180 in Nunavik (the Inuit part of northem Quebec) and 

240 on the Labrador coast. These Inuit suicide rates are 10 to 20 times higher than in 

'southem' Canada. If the populations of 'mainland' Canada, Denrnark and the United States 

had suicide rates comparable to their Inuit populations, national emergencies would be 

declared. But set aside the alarming statistics: every suicide is one too many. Across the 

Arctic, suicide rates are highest arnong young men. This is different than the case in most of 

the industrialized world, where it is older people who have the highest rates of suicide. At the 

same time, we see similar suicide patterns among most (but not all) indigenous peoples. 

Suicide is one of the problems we need to look into not only as a problem in itself, but not 

least as a symptom. What are the causes, and what are the relations to the many faces of rapid 

change in Our communities? How does suicide link to our culture, and to the cultural losses 

we face? 1 furthermore recornrnend that the UN should facilitate the development of 

suicide prevention strategies among indigenous peoples and promote capacity building 

among indigenous peoples' organizations to allow them to participate more effectively in 

national and international networking and research on suicide prevention. 


