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Madam Chair, distinguished guests, indigenous brothers and sisters: 

I bring Greeting from my people: 

lsiw Riak, Paka-dahayak, Yaku mabaza Pazih a rahan. 

My name is Jason Pan Adawai. I am a member of the Pazeh People of the Ping 
Pu plains aborigine of the Taba and Auran communities, belonging to the 
Formosan Aborigines of the Austronesian lndigenous Peoples of the Asia-Pacific 
islands. 

As the executive council member of the Asia lndigenous Peoples Pact, I am 
speaking on behalf of my local grassroots organization of TARA-Ping Pu, and the 
10 indigenous groups of lowiand-dwelling plains aborigine peoples, under 
agenda item 4 on Human Rights. 

My people and the other Ping Pu plains aborigine peoples, are the original 
inhabitants of Our traditional territory in Our homeland for thousands of years 
before the arriva1 of the colonial powers and migrant settlers from European and 
East Asian countries starting in the 1 7'h century. 

However, I must report to this forum and Our indigenous friends from around the 
world: there is a serious situation of human rights violation, and denial of Our 
basic indigenous rig hts by the current state government. 

At the present time, the ten tribal plains aborigines are on the brink of extinction. 
There are only four fluent speakers of my Pazeh language and they are also 
holders of the traditional knowledge, but the elders are in advanced ages and in 
declining health. 

(The ten plains aborigine peoples are: Ketagalan, Taokas, Pazeh, Kakabu, 
Papora, Babuza, Hoanya, Siraya, Makatao, and Tavorlong.) 



For most of the past 400 years, we had signed peace treaties and negotiated 
land contract agreements with the colonial regimes. W e  were recognized by the 
colonial powers as indigenous peoples, having our distinct culture and language, 
and recognized as the titleholders and keepers of the lands and natural 
resources in our traditional territories. 

Our ancient Austronesian cultures and languages are in danger of forever lost to 
tidal wave of history. Extinction of any indigenous culture and language is a 
tragedy for al1 the humanity. Yet the current state government has consistently 
refused to recognize us as indigenous peoples, and is pushing us further towards 
extinction, despite our active struggle for our indigenous rights in the past two 
decades. 

To this very day, the state agencies and government officiais are maintaining 
-. their policies of cultural genocide and racial discrimination against the Ping Pu 

plains aborigine peoples. 

W e  respectfully propose the following recommendations to the Permanent Forum 
and to ECOSOC: 

- The Permanent Forum recommends that the state government recognizes the 
Ping Pu plains aborigines as indigenous peoples, and restore our indigenous 
rights. 

- W e  further recommends the state government, along with international human 
rights bodies and UN agencies to implement urgent action plans and programs 
for the preservation and protection of the Ping Pu plains aborigine cultures and 
languages, and report to the 5th session on progress made and resources 
allotted. 

- W e  also demand the state government to stop the policies of genocide and 
racial discrimination against the Ping Pu plains aborigines, and apply the 
international standards under the Draft Declaration on Rights of lndigenous 
Peoples, and under the charter of the United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, 

- W e  recommend the state government and international agencies to help our 
people in our urgent effort to implement language and cultural programs for the 
education of our future generations, and rescue our people from the threat of 
extinction. 

------ 
May the Great Spirit be with us, and the Ping Pu plains aborigine p e o p l e ~  can 
become an equal member of the indigenous community in the near future. 
Thank you. 


