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A DECLARATION 

A declaration by the representatives of the 
separate and independent aborigines, Iro
quois people of North America known as and 
constituting the Confederacy of the Six Na
tions of the Mohawks, The Oneidas, The 
Cayugas, The Senecas and tlïe*. Tuscaroras, 
(hereinafter designated as the "Six Na
tions." In council asembled.) V'/f1 ) „ 

Passed the 19th day of June, 1928. 

When in the course of human events it 
becomes necesary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected 
them with another and to assume among 
the powers on earth the separate and equal 
station to which the laws of nature and of 
nature's God entitle them a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind, requires, that 
they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. 

We would hold these truths to be self-evi
dent: That all men are created equal; that 
they are endowed by the Creator with cer
tain inalienable rights; that among these 
rights are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap
piness. That to secure these rights, govern
ments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the 
governed; that whenever any form of gov
ernment becomes destructive of these ends 
it is the right of the people to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute a new government 
laying its foundations on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form as to them 
shall seem more likely to effect their safety 
and happiness. Prudence indeed will dictate 
that governments long established should 
not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath 
shown that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But when a long 
train of abuses and usurpations pursuing in
variably the same object evinces a design to 
reduce them under absolute despotism, it is 
their right—it is their duty, to throw off 
such government and to provide new guards 
for their security. Such has been the patient 
suffering of the Six Nations, and such is now 
of necessity that which constrains them to 
alter their former systems of government. 

The history of the past and present sov
ereigns and governments of England and of 
the Six Nations is a repeated history of in
juries and usurpations, all having in direct 
object, the establishing of an absolute tyran
ny over our peoples. To prove this let facts 
be submitted to a candid world. 

Incidental to the revolution of the British 
Colonies in America against British rule, the 
Six Nations were more closely involved than 
any other of the aborigines peoples. The 
British Colony of Canada on the north of the 
lakes remained loyal to the Crown, whilst 
those on the south revolted. The Six Nations 
domain lay between them; and strife to se
cure the Six Nations' friendship immediately 
began between the contestants. In the end 
the more powerful of the Six Nations people 
became active allies of the British against 
the revolting Colonies. The Mohawks being 
nearest the colonies frontiers, were the earli
est to be involved, and took the initiative to 
secure guarantees from the British, as pro
tection against eventualities. The Mohawks 
applied, accordingly, to Sir Guy Carlton, 
commander of the British forces in Canada 
and were assured by him that the British 
would make good any losses that the Mo
hawks and their friends might sustain. 
Feeling secure in that promise, the Mohawks 
and others of Six Nations joined heartily on 
the British side. Later they felt it prudent 
to have that promise reduced to writing and 
this was done by Governor Haldimand suc
cessor to Carlton by written pledge and on 
the 7th of April, 1779, Governor Haldimand 
delivered to Six Nations the folowing docu
ment: 

"By his Excellency General Haldimand, 
Esq., Captain General and Commander-in-
chief of the Province of Quebec and upon the 
frontiers of Quebec et cetera. Some of the 
Mohawks of the villages of Canopharie, Ti-
kondarago and Aughuago whose settlements 
then had been on account of their steady at
tachment to the King's service and the inter
ests of government ruined by the rebels; 
having informed me that my predecessor Sir 
Guy Carlton was pleased to promise as soon 
as the present troubles were at an end, the 
same should be restored at the expense of 
the government to the state they were in be
fore these hostilities broke out, and said 
promise appearing to be just; I do hereby 
ratify the same and assure them the said 
promise so far as in me lies, shall be faith
fully executed as soon as that happy time 
comes. 

"Given under my hand and seal at Quebec 
the 7th, April, 1779. 

(Signed) Fred Haldimand." 

It is to be noted that when the pledge was 
made good by the Haldimand cession in 1784, 
the pledge parchment was no doubt surrend
ered to the British for it has long been in 
the British museum in London. 



When the war closed the Six Nations had 
all been driven from their homelands to the 
cover of British forts along the shore of the 
Great Lake Ontario. The Treaty of Paris 
between Great Britain and the United States 
of America of 1783 contained no stipulations 
covering the rights and interests of these Six 
Nations, allies of the British, to the amaze
ment and consternation of the latter. The 
Six Nations promptly called upon the British 
to carry oufthe Crown pledge with the result 
that the demand was met by Governor Haldi
mand in the following written terms since 
known as the "Haldimand Treaty." 

"Royal Seal. 

"Frederick Haldimand, Captain General 
and Governor in Chief of Quebec, etc., etc., 
etc., General and Commander in Chief of His 
Majesty's Forces in the said province and the 
territories thereof, etc., etc., etc. 

"Whereas His Majesty having been pleas
ed to direct in consideration of the early at
tachment to his cause manifested by the Mo
hawk Indians, and of the loss of their set
tlement which they thereby sustained that 
a convenient tract of land under His protec
tion should be chosen as a safe and comfort
able retreat for them and others of the Six 
Nations who have either lost their settle
ments within the territory of the United 
States, or wish to retire from them to the 
British ; I have at the desire of many of these 
His Majesty's allies, purchased a tract of land 
from the Indians situated between the Lakes 
Ontario, Huron and Erie and I do hereby in 
His Majesty's name, authorize and permit 
the said Mohawk Nation, and such other of 
the Six Nations Indians as wish to settle in 
that quarter to take possession of and settle 
upon the banks of the river commonly called 
Ouse or Grand River, running into Lake 
Erie, alloting them for that purpose six miles 
deep from either side of the river, beginning 
at Lake Erie and extending in that propor
tion to the head of the said River which them 
and their posterity are to enjoy for ever. 

"Given under my hand and seal at arms 
at the Castle of Saint Lewis at Quebec the 
25th day of October, 1784, and in the 25th 
year of His Majesty's Reign. (Signed) 
Fred Haldimand. 

(Signed) By his Excellency's Command, R. 
Matthews." 

This document was thereupon delivered in
to the hands of Captain Brant, the principal 
Chief of the Mohawks and the leader of the 
Six Nations, Allies of the British during the 

Revolutionary War. It has ever since been 
in the custody of the principal Chiefs of the 
Six Nations. 

Great Britain has ever since the year 1800 
recognized that the Six Nations of the Grand 
River are legitimate inheritors of the ancient 
sovereignty of the Six Nations and have so 
declared in a memorial filed by the British 
Imperial Government in 1912 in the presen
tation of a pecuniary claim against the 
United States for the benefit of the Cayugas 
of the Grand River and in the following lan
guage referred to the time of the settlement 
at the Grand River. "The Six Nations were 
recognized as Independent nations and allies 
of the Dutch, and afterwards by the English 
to whom the Dutch surrendered their pos
sessions in 1664." Also: 

"These confederate nations have ever since 
resided upon the Grand River where they 
have been domiciled and established, main
taining their cohesion and ancient constitu
tion and method of government." (From 
British memorial V. I. P. I. Ottawa, Domin
ion of Canada.) 

From the day the Six Nations settled on 
the banks of the Grand River neither Great 
Britain nor the Dominion of Canada has ev
er attempted under claim of British Sov
ereignty to impose any taxation upon the 
Grand River lands or the Six Nations. Dur
ing all this time the Six Nations through 
their own government have administered all 
their own domestic and internal concerns ac
cording to their own customs, and on the 
foundation of their own constitution. They 
have always claimed sovereignty to that ex
tent and until some seven years ago their 
claim never has been denied by or in the 
name of the British people or interfered 
with by one act of the British. Canadian of
ficials during the late war undertook to con
script the Six Nations men into the British 
service, but the attempt was met by the de
termined oposition of the Six Nations Coun
cil with the result that the attempt was aban
doned and the want of right in the Canadian 
government thereby conceded. Representa
tives from the Dominion Parliament there
upon addressed the Six Nations people and 
warned them that if the German Kaiser suc
ceeded, their treaty, (meaning the Haldimand 
Treaty) would be no longer good, for he was 
no respecter of treaties, regarding them as 
waste paper. Thereupon 600 Six Nations 
men volunteered in the British forces and 
took part in the war, a number in excess of 
the proportion furnished by any of the al
lies in that conflict. 



The Canadian government makes its pre
tension of sovereignty over the Six Nations 
by reason of the extensive home rule rights 
granted by the British Imperial Parliament 
under the British North American Act, cre
ating the Dominion of Canada in 1868. By 
that Act the Dominion Parliament is vested 
among other powers with the power to legis
late in respect to Indians. That meant pow
er to legislate for Canada in respect to rela
tions with Indians. The Imperial Parlia
ment up to that time never pretended to pos
sess sovereign rights to legislate over the Six 
Nations cannot be deemed to have intended 
to bestow a greater right upon the Parlia
ment of the Dominion of Canada. Neither 
can that act by the language used be deemed 
to authorize the Dominion of Canada to ig
nore the obligations of the Imperial govern
ment outstanding under a prior treaty with 
the Six Nations. The next year after the es
tablishment of the Dominion the Dominion 
Parliament began its paternalistic legislation 
since enlarged into the code called the Indian 
Act. Realizing that the Dominion govern
ment was without sovereign authority over 
the Six Nations the Indian department call
ed a meeting of the various tribes to be held 
at Sarnia in June 1871, at which the formal 
acquiesance of the various tribes in that 
Dominion legislature was sought. The con
gress was duly attended, including delegates 
from the Six Nations—but when the latter 
learned of the proposal that the congress 
should consider for approval, the adoption 
of that legislation, the Six Nations delegates 
immediately withdrew. 

The continued increase in the population 
of the Dominion of Canada surrounding the 
Grand River lands has witnessed the grow
ing disposition on the Dominion Indian office 
to impose its will upon the Grand River peo
ple. The paternalistic policy which has 
caused the attitude of the Dominion towards 
scattered handfulls of aborigines of North 
America north of the great lakes having 
been yielded to or welcomed; the Indian 
office has become impatient at the exception 
presented in the case of the Six Nations, and 
has supposed the time has come when the 
Six Nations people should be coerced into 
obedience to its will. Never, however, until 
the year 1922 has the Dominion Indian of
fice resorted to force for that purpose. 

The patience with which the Six Nations 
have endured the increasingly contemptuous 
attitude of the Dominion Indian office has 
gone far to invite a continuance of the con
tempt, but every official manifestation of 
such contempt by way of action has been met 
with formal protests on every occasion, and 

our right of home rule and independence 
boldly asserted. The status of the Six Na
tions on the Grand River is summed up in an 
official report of the Education department 
of the Province of Ontario for 1919, in which 
the following appears : 

"By Dr. R. B. Orr, archeologist, (1919, 
page 55.) 

"The Six Nations of Ontario today pre
sent an instance of how a smaller people, 
though totally surrounded by whites may 
govern themselves and preserve their tribal 
and national independence with the dimin- 0 
ant power faithfully observing its treaties 
instead of disregarding them because it has 
the power to do so" . . . and also (on page 
40). 

"The Six Nations hold their land under the 
Haldimand Grant to this day. In this man
ner His Majesty's faithful allies took posses
sion of and ocupied the Grand River Tract. 
Their sovereignty and identity were two 
things that were conserved." 

In December 1922 the Canadian Indian of
fice in apparent retaliation, for the more de
termined attitude on the part of the Six Na
tions people caused our Six Nations country 
to be invaded by officials with writs of sum
mons issued from Canadian courts for the 
seizure and arrest of Six Nations people, ac
companied by men under arms. Instead of 
meeting the aggression by force, the Council 
determined to appeal for protection to the 
League of Nations and immediately present
ed to the representatives of the Netherlands 
governments, at Washington, a petition to 
the Netherlands government to bring their 
situation to the notice of the League of Na
tions and the government of Holland did so 
in April, 1923. This situation was recogniz
ed by the Dominion of Canada government 
as involving a question which might in just
ice, to have consideration, and a formal offer 
was made that the issue of the status of the 
Six Nations be taken up for judicial determi
nation. Since the tribunal proposed by Can
ada was to be brought into being as a British 
body, under Canadian legislation and com
pensated by the Canadian government, the 
offer was rejected on the ground that such a 
tribunal would not be a true international 
tribunal, nor unprejudiced. 

That negotiation recognized; recognizes 
the Grand River Council on the de facto and 
de jure government of the Six Nations. 

As a consummation of determination of 
the Dominion government to subjugate the 
Six Nations, an armed force was quartered 
in their midst about the first of the year 



1923, and has ever since been maintained 
there, but inasmuch as that measure was 
taken in face of protest of the Six Nations 
Council and while its appeal for protection 
by the League of Nations was pending, Can
ada is estopped to claim that the resulting 
and existing situation is the proper test of 
the question whether the Six Nations consti
tute an independent self governing state. 

It has now become customary for the Ca
nadian government to refer to our territor
ial domain as Crown lands, which by process 
of aggression would bring us under British 
subjection, a condition we do and will always 
reject. 

For many years past our people have been 
regarded by our oppressors as inferior and 
degenerate people and spoken of and discrim
inated against as "savages." 

We have been induced from time to time 
to part with large tracts of land of our ter
ritory, and to that end are purported to have 
executed solemn deeds and writings under 
seal. These documents are couched in terms 
unintelligible to us, and to which we appear 
to have sometimes put our mark for mere 
nominal or no money or other consideration. 
Large areas of our domain are taken from us 
and occupied by others, in respect of which 
no account is made. 

Superintendents have been appointed from 
time to time by the Candian government pro
fessing to be our friends, but are in reality 
our greatest enemies and misappropriate, 
embezzle and steal our resources. Very large 
sums of money have professedly been in
vested on our behalf and have been totally 
lost to us. Enormous sums are withheld at 
the Canadian Treasury, while our people are 
convicted of vagrancy, trafficing in liquor, 
and such kindred offences, brough about and 
the immediate consequence of the aggres
sion and conditions are daily becoming more 
acute and unbearable. 

We are penned in our reservation super
vised by a form of militarism diluted with 
a sickening brand of patronising ecclesiest-
ism, this latter has hitherto been a most ef
fective weapon in the hands of our oppres
sors. Our women and children pass sleep
less nights and are in constant dread of the 
intrusions and behaviour of our so-called 
guardians, The Royal Northwest Mounted 
Police, who have broken open our safes, 
stolen our wampum belts and symbols of our 
ancient government and constitution. 

A subtle and hypocritical hand has suc
ceeded in dividing our people into two oppos
ing parties as an effective means of encom
passing our precious autonomy. 

We are now restricted from dealing with 
one another for the exchange of our products 
without government license and not satis
fied with the outrages carried out by the mili
tary police, one Colonel Cecil Morgan, the In
dian superintendent appointed by the Cana
dian government — himself murderously 
threatened our women with a loaded revolver 
and being charged before the Brantford Po
lice Judge, was convicted and only escaped a 
gaol sentence by payment of money. 

We therefore, representatives of the Six 
Nations of aborigines of North America in 
Council Assembled appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the name and authority of 
the good people of our confederacy solemnly 
PUBLICLY DECLARE that our people are 
and of right ought to be a free and independ
ent community and are absolved from all al
legiance to the British Crown and its Over
seas Dominions in Canada or elsewhere, and 
that all political connection between us and 
the British Empire is and ought to be totally 
dissolved and that as a free and independent 
people, we have full powder to maintain peace, 
contract alliances, establish commerce, and 
do all other acts and things which independ
ent people may of right do. 

And for the support of this declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection of di
vine providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred 
honor. 

Signed and declared by us Chiefs of the 
Six Nations and hereunto is affixed the Com
mon Seal of the Ho-De-No-Sau-Nees Confed
eration of the Grand River. 

Done at Oswegen this 19th day of June, 
1928. 
Henry K. Powless 
Jacob Salem Johnson 
Robert Davies 
Isaac General 
Seaman Silver 
Joseph Logan 

Appointed 
and 

Elected 
Chief of 

Mohawks 
Oneidas 

Cayugas 
Senecas 

Tuscaroras 
Onandagas 

Other members present: Mark Martin, 
Jacob Lewis, A. S. C. 

The common seal of the Ho-De-No-Sau-
Nees Federation of the Grand River • was 
hereunto affixed and duly signed and duly 
elected representatives of Six Nations in our 
presence. 

Chief Chauncey Garlow, Speaker. 

Other signers include Chief Jones Craw
ford, Chief Patrick Longboat, Sergt. Major 
W. J. Williams, Haldimand Regiment and 
Private William J. Staats, 29th Battalion in 
France. 
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