
Monsieur Sugimura. 

Mr. John R. 0. Johnson, an Englishmen and lawyer, 

paid me a visit yesterday afternoon, having failed to obtain 

an interview with the Secretary-General. The object of 

his visit was to see righted the wrongs done to the Six Nations 

(Iroquois). He complained that the Canadian Government 

considered these tribes as hardly better than savages and 

totally disregarded their interests. Tne Six Nations had even 

been deprived of their funds, which by one means or another 

had been taken from them and were now deposited in various 

banks. The sum amounted to a total of over a million pounds 

sterling. 

ïne Six Nations nevertheless possessed a very 

preoioua parchment which was given to them 150 year3 ago by 

the British General then in occupation of the country. 

Mr. Johnson considered that Great Britain should honour a 

treaty of suoh importance and should recognize the elementary 

rights for which tne League stands. He had come here as a 

representative of the Iroouois, in order to obtain redress 

for them. He has lived six months smongst these tribes. 

Sir. Johnson asked if the Council would not take 

the same interest in the Six Nations, who, he stated, are 

after all a minority in Canada, as it takes £or say the 

Hungarian, Bulgarian or Polish minorities. I explained that 

there could be no League action of the kind contemplated by 

him, on account of the absence of any international agreement 

protecting the Six Nations and guaranteed by the Council of 

the League, such as the Minorities Treaties. 1 read out to 

him Article 12 of the rolish Minority Treaty, and after some 

further explanation Mr. Johnson said that being a legal man 

he understood thet the situation was different to tnat he had 

thought it to be. 
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Mr. Jo nn s on thanked use for my explanations 

and said that he would nevertheless send a written petition 

to the Secretary-General. 

My personal impression, which I beg you to allow 

me to state here, was that the whol* story was somewhat 

fantastic and devoid not only of a legal basis but also of 

any particular interest either to those directly concerned 

oi'A to further the oeace of the world. 

(s) TH. AGHNIDES. 
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