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Ottawa, 25th May, 1923.
Sir:
I have the honour, by direction of the Secretary of State
for External Affairs, to aclaiowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 3rd instant, with which you forward copy of a letter and
„ l^v\/"^'N"""L'-

a Petition enclosed therein received from the Netherlands1
Government, in reference to troubles between the Canadian Government and certain Canadian Indian subjects of His Majesty, which
you state it will be your duty to circulate to the Members of
the Council.

The Canadian Government has learned of this action

of the Netherlands1 Government with considerable surprise, and
I am to express its confident hope that the Council will decide
that the matter thus brought to its notice is one with which the
League of Nations is not concerned.

It finds it extremely

difficult'to "understand how the Netherlands1 Government, without
knowledge, as it confesses, of the accuracy of the statements
made in the Petition, and without enquiry so far as appears to
ascertain the position of the Indians relative to Canadian
jurisdiction, considers itself warranted in intervening in a
matter which it cannot too strongly be insisted is solely within
that jurisdiction.

The idea suggested in the correspondence

that the circumstances are such as to endanger world peace, and
so bring the situation within the purview of the Xeague of Nations,
this Government utterly repudiates.
The claim that the Six Nations are an organized and selfgoverning people so as to form a political unit apart from
Canada, is to anyone acquainted with the actual conditions, an
absurd
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absurd one. The position of the Indians as British subjects
resident for a long period of years v/ithin the unquestioned
jurisdiction and recognized boundaries of Canada, subject to
and protected by Canadian laws, is matter of public knowledge.
Equally absurd, therefore is it to suggest the possibility of
war in the only sense which would justify the intervention of
the league of Nations. It may be added that in the dispute
with the Indians no military force has been employed, violations
of the law where necessary having been sufficiently dealt with
through the police forces of the Dominion.
Of all these circumstances the Netherlands* Government
might have been aware; and while it is careful to avow that it
has formed no opinion on the merits of the difficulty, nor on
the accuracy of the statements made in the Petition, it would
appear that it was its obvious duty before taking steps to bring
this question into a forum established for the consideration of
international matters, so far at least to inform itself as to be
satisfied that it did in reality involve the relations between
recognized States, and was justifiably to be brought before the
League in accordance with the provisions of the Covenant.
The Canadian Government accordingly desires to protest
against the Netherlands* Government1s action in bringing a
controversy between the Canadian Government and individuals
owing it allegiance, which is entirely of domestic concern, to
the notice of the League of Nations; such action it believes
finding no warrant in any provision of the Covenant, and being
further calculated to embarrass this Government in the due
administration of its domestic laws.

The Government would further

add a protest against the matter being entertained by the Council
of the League in the absence of the necessary evidence to show
that it falls within the proper competence of that body.
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Sir,
Ywii1 el8ftlent fluinmni,
Under- Secretary A r c S t a t e
for External A f f a i r s .

