
The Honourable Sir James Eric Drummond, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
Secretary-General of the League of Nations, 
Geneva. 

Sir, 

Under the authority vested in the undersigned, 

the Speaker of the Council and the Sole Deputy by choice 

of the Council composed of forty-two chiefs, of the Six 

Nations of the Iroquois, being a state within the purview 

and meaning of Article 17 of the Covenant of the League 

of Nations, but not being at present a member of the 

League, I, the undersigned, pursuant to the said authority, 

do hereby bring to the notice of the League of Nations 

that a dispute and disturbance of peace has arisen between 

the State of the Six Nations of the Iroquois on the one 

hand and the British Empire and Canada, being Members of 

the League, on the other, the matters in dispute and 

disturbance of the peace being set out in paragraphs lo­

to 17 inclusive hereof. 

2. The Six Nations of the Iroquois crave therefore 

invitation to accept the obligations of Membership of 

the League for the purpose of such dispute; upon such 

conditions as may be prescribed. 

3. The constituent members of the State of the 

Six Nations of the Iroquois, that is to say, the Mohawk, 

the Oneida, the Onondaga, the Cayuga, the Seneca and the 

Tuscarora, now are, and have been for many centuries, 

organized and self-governing peoples, respectively, 

within domains of their own, and united in the oldest 



2. 

League of Nations, the League of the Iroquois, for the 

maintenance of mutual peace; and that status has been 

recognized by Great Britain, France and The Netherlands, 

being European States which established colonies in 

North America; by the States successor to the British 

Colonies therein, being the United States of America, 

and by the Dominion of Canada, with whom the Six Nations 

have in turn treated, they being justly entitled'to the 

same recognition by all other peoples. 

4. Great Britain and the Six Nations of the 

Iroquois (hereinafter called «The Six Nations") having 

been in open alliance for upwards of one hundred and 

twenty years immediately preceding the Peace of Paris 

of 1783, the British Crowns in succession promised the 

latter to protect them against encroachments and enemies 

making no exception whatever, and King George the Third, 

falling into war with his own colonies in America,, 

promised recompense for all losses which might be sustained 

by the Six Nations in consequence of their alliance in 

that war and they remain entitled to such protection as 

against the Dominion of Canada. 

5. Pursuant to such alliance and to his promise of 

protection and recompense King George the Third, about 

the year 1784, acquired the territorial rights of the 

occupants of certain domains bordering the Grand River 

and Lake Erie, over which the Six Nations had exercised 

suzerain rights, and lying northerly of the boundary line 

then recently fixed upon between him and the United 

States of America, such rights of the occupants being so 


