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/• VM D A w i  Ch*tíl — O h  I Ç/Zouf*

In our o p e n i n g  S t a t e m e n t  to the W o r king Group 

the A u s t r a l i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  d e l e g a t i o n  leader r eferred to 

two most i m p o r t a n t  issues being p u r sued in the context 

of recent d e v e l o p m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  po l i c y  as a p p l i c a b l e  

to A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e  in A u s tralia.

The first r ef err ed  to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  in 

Ja n u a r y  1987 of an ALL A bo r i g i n a l  and Is la nd er  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  to co n t r o l  A bo r i g i n a l  affairs. This is a 

unique d e v e l o p m e n t .  The second relates to the 

Gove rn m e n t 1s c o m m i t m e n t  to the n e g o t i a t i o n and 

re s o l u t i o n  of a T r e a t y  bet we e n the A u s t r a l i a n  

Go v e r n m e n t  and the A b o r i g i n a l  and Torres Strait Islands 

People. This r e f l ec ts  the G o v e r n m e n t’s a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  

that the e a rl y settlement of A us tr a li a was ac h ie ve d  

without any f o r m a l  t r a n s f e r ,  by way of a treaty, of 

ri g hts to Land from  A b o r i g i n a l s  to the Crown, or a 

pr o pe r r e c o g n i t i o n  of the di g n i t y  of the i n d ig en ou s  

people. The G o v e r n m e n t  rec og ni se s th r o u g h  the 

s t a tement of the P r i me  M i n i s t e r  the prior o w n e r s h i p  of 

A u s t r a l i a  by the A b o r i g i n a l  people.



In the past it has been the f a s hion in this 

c o n t e x t  to view T r e a t i e s  as an a r r a n g e m e n t  made b e t ween 

un e qual p a r t i e s  one of whom seeks to assert its control 

over the other. The A u s t r a l i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  in contrast 

to this rather p a t e r n a l i s t i c  a pproach has set in train 

a p r o c e s s  c u l m i n a t i n g  in the signing of a Tr e a t y  that 

seeks also to a c h i e v e  a ge n u i ne act of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  the A b o r i g i n a l  and Non Abo r i g i n a l  people of 

A u s t r a l i a .  As i m p o r t a n t  as are the words used in any 

T r e a t y  is the p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h  which they are d e v e l o p e d  

and a g r e e d  upon. As with the p r o cess d e v e l o p e d  by the 

W o r k i n g  Group, the A u s t r a l i a n  Gov e r n m e n t  is c o m m i t t e d  

to n e g o t i a t i n g  the T r e a t y  in a fully open and 

r e p r e s e n t a t ive c o n s u l t a t i v e  p r o cess with the A b o r i g i n a l  

p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  the N a t ion. The Gov e r n m e n t  will 

p r o v i d e  f i n a n c e  for such c o n s u l t a t i o n s .

As a p r e l u d e  to this process the Prime 

M i n i s t e r  has i n v i t e d  the Abo r i g i n a l  C o m m u n i t y  to 

n o m i n a t e  seven A b o r i g i n a l  el d e r s  to c o n s u lt with t h eir 

pe o p l e  ac/!ross the n a t i o n  and to recommend what might 

be i n cluded in a T r e a t y  with the Government.

The Federal G o v e r n m e n t  will assist the elders 

in this p r o c e s s  and will c o n s i d e r  the results of the 

c o n s u l t a t i o n  b e f o r e  c o m m e n c i n g  the formal negoti a t i o n s .
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W h i l e  no f i r m  t i m e t a b l e  has been impo s e d  by 

the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  he has e x p r e s s e d  the hope that the 

n e g o t i a t i o n s  c o u l d  be c o m p l e t e d  during the life of the 

pres e n t  Federal P a r l i a m e n t  - that is by mid 1990.

jc
We t h e r f o r e  as a Na t i o n  p r o ceed in the hope 

and faith that c o r^sultations and final n e g o t i a t i o n s  

will be c o n s t r u c t i v e  and p r o d u c t i v e .

The P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  has d e c l a r e d  that because 

of the p a s s a g e  of 200 y e a r s  of Eu r o p e a n  and A b o r i g i n a l  

c o n tact it is only t h r o u g h  this process that, and I 

quote, "we will have an A u s t r a l i a  wi t h i n  which the 

A b o r i g i n a l  and Non A b o r i g i n a l  A u s t r a l i a  will be able to 

live t o g e t h e r  t r u l y  in p e a c e  and in dignity".


