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STATEMENT BY THE WORLD BANK  

18TH SESSION OF THE UN PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES 

APRIL 23, 2019  

 

 

Madam Chair, Honorable Permanent Forum members, Indigenous Peoples’ representatives, 

distinguished delegates: 

 

My colleagues and I are honored to participate in the discussions of the United Nations 

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and welcome the work of its Honorable Members.  

 

I am pleased to share with the Forum members the ways in which the World Bank supports 

Indigenous Peoples in the preservation, utilization, transmission, and dissemination of 

traditional knowledge through its policies, analytics and projects.   

 

Our new Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) took effect on October 1, 2018.  The 

Framework aims to ensure respect for Indigenous Peoples’ dignity, human rights, economies 

and cultures as well as their effective participation in the development process.  It also seeks to 

guarantee that Indigenous Peoples receive culturally appropriate benefits in a gender and inter-

generationally inclusive manner.   

 

Among the main objectives of our policy is to recognize, respect and preserve the culture, 

knowledge, and practices of Indigenous Peoples and to provide them with an opportunity to adapt 

to changing conditions in a manner and in a timeframe acceptable to them.  It explicitly includes 

the requirement for Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) of Indigenous Peoples for defined 

types of impacts in World Bank-funded projects.  It recognizes, supports and protects the 

elements critical for the preservation, use and transmission of traditional knowledge and 

practices in all investment projects financed by the Bank. 

 

The World Bank continues to engage with Indigenous Peoples at national, regional and global 

levels.  In addition to the extensive consultations we held with Indigenous Peoples throughout 

the development of the ESF, over the past year we have been working with Indigenous Peoples 

at a global level to co-design a proposed Inclusive Forum for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP).  

 

The objective of the IFIP is to serve as a platform for engagement between Indigenous Peoples 

and the World Bank. The Forum will encompass both high-level and technical dialogues 
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between indigenous representatives and the World Bank to discuss the concerns, needs and 

priorities of Indigenous Peoples in relation to the Bank’s twin goals of eliminating extreme 

poverty and promoting shared prosperity.   

 

The Bank is also making direct investments at the national level in the development priorities of 

Indigenous Peoples.  In Panama, for example, the Bank approved an $80 million investment 

loan to support the National Indigenous Peoples Development Plan.  With respect to traditional 

knowledge, the Project will support the drafting, consultation and validation of Panama’s Law 

on Traditional Medicine. It will also support the implementation of intercultural health 

protocols, identifying complementarity between traditional remedies and Western medicine, 

and supporting an intercultural dialogue to promote understanding, recognition, collaboration 

and respect among practitioners from both systems.  

 

Global programs, such as the Forest Investment Program’s Dedicated Grant Mechanism (DGM) 

for Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities allocate $80 million and work in 14 countries to 

strengthen Indigenous Peoples’ capacity to participate in land and forestry management, based 

on cultural land use and traditional knowledge practices. A new DGM project is being prepared 

in Guatemala that will support Indigenous Peoples and local communities in their cultural land 

use practices and support forestry management plans based on traditional knowledge for 

forestry use and access. 

 

Madam Chair, these are just a few concrete examples of how the World Bank is working to 

strengthen its engagement with Indigenous Peoples across the globe.  Protecting the traditional 

knowledge of Indigenous Peoples is important not just for their own well-being but for the well-

being of broader societies and for the planet.  

 

Thank you very much for your kind attention.   


