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During the past decade, conventional health services and facilities have improved
comparatively with the rest of the population. Six Health Centers and one Hospital serve
the predominantly Indigenous People’s Districts of Choiseul (Yukahu) and Soufriere
(Atabeyra). Yet it should be noted that the Indigenous People (Bethechilokono) of Saint
Lucia suffer from a high and alarming rate of (31.77 percent of) long standing illness or
disability, and are unable to undertake the unbearable high cost of conventional health
care.

2601 Population by District
Choiseol Souvfriere Total
5995 7338 13333

2001 Voluntary Registration of Indigenous People = 751

Indigenous People Population by Sex
Male Percent Female Percent
345 459 406 54.1

Indigenous People Population by Age Group .
0-14 Percent  15-34 Percent  35-64 Percent 65+ Percent
170 22.7 30 30.7 231 308 120 159

Since there is no national policy on traditional medicine, and having regard to the fact
that the laws of the state neither encourages nor discourages its use thereof, the
Indigenous People (Bethechilokono) of Saint Lucia, have for many decade been
discriminated against by archaic laws, prohibiting the public use and application of their
traditional medicines and associated traditional knowledge.

Long standing illness/disability
Yes No Tomwl
68 146 214
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Signed:
Dr. Albert DeTERVILLE
Executive Chairperson/Head-of-Delegation/Representative to the UN

Signed:

Deanne D. DeTERVILLE
Deputy Chairperson/Alternate Representative to the UN
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