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Madam Chair,

Often times we referred to Suriname as a blessed country where we do not experience
hurricanes and other severe weather conditions. We were hit with a dose of reality when
in 2006 we experienced the worst flooding ever, whereby half of the country was
inundated and all the living areas of the indigenous and tribal communities in the affected
areas were damaged.

Suffice to say that this natural disaster created major difficulties with regard to
displacement of many indigenous people living on the land, access to food and potable
water and challenged the national achievement of the internationally development goals,
including the millennium development goals.

Madam Chair,

The international community can not ignore that the increasing demands of our
production and consumption patterns, and more importantly in the developed countries, is
jeopardizing the very existence of all live on planet earth. Greater involvement of all
stakeholders, and more importantly the indigenous peoples is indispensable in the global
efforts to address the many challenges assoctated with changing weather patterns,
increase in sea level rise, draughts, floods, etc.

The Surinamese Government is aware of its responsibility to consult all of its citizens
when formulating and implementing plans and programmes to deal with the sustainable
economic and social development of the country.

In closing Madam Chair, Suriname is pleased to note the historic adoption by the United
Nations General Assembly of the Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples in
September last year. Suriname places great importance to the promotion and protection of
all human rights and fundamenial freedoms, and based on that conviction the
Government decided to respond positively to the Declaration.

We recognize this document as a political document, to express and demonstrate the
goodwill of States to the promotion and protection of all human rights and as a reference
document on international indigenous people’s issues.

I thank you.



