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Madame Chairperson,

Mv delegation has asked for the floor to provide this
august body with some factual iInformation iIn order to disprove
the allegations by Mr. Bimal Tishya Bhikkhu about the
situation iIn Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh made two days
ago in this august body.

Madam Chairperson,

The government of Bangladesh has always co-operated with the
Human Rights Commission and conveyed detailed informatior.
supported by adequate evidences whenever any reported violation
of human rights iIn the Chittagong Hill Tracts was brought to iIts

knowledge. 1 presume all these iInformation are available to the
distinguished members of this working group.
AR Cimi ftf

Any careful study of these i1nformation would make it
obvious that the allegations made iIn this working group by Mr.
Bimal Tishya Bhikkhu are far from the truth and arf
out -ofi.mii. p&opefrioft Nevertheless, my delegation would like to
make the following few points for the record.

The allegation that the. Bangladesh government had deprived
the tribal people of the high degree of autonomy which they
enjoyed under the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900 is
just not true. Only to give an example, the Chittagong Hill Tract
Regulation cf 1900(introduced by the colonial rulesfc far from
guaranteeing the so called high degree of autonomy to the tribal
people, did not even the»»fundamental right of
possession of land. The Deputy Commissioner of Chittagong Hill

Tracts could evict any one at a short-notice without showing any
cause.

The fact, Madam Chairperson, is that it is the government
°f Bangladesh which took initiatives to amend the Chittagong
Hill Tracts Regulation 1900 and has taken a number of legal
and™ administrative measures protecting the rights and eBjrtuc iddir
of people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The government has



taken various steps with a view to preserving their socio-
cultural identity and ushering In an era of rapid socio-economic
development for them. Establishment of a tribal Institute at
Rangamati, allocation of special funds for rapid development

of the area, reservation of seats iIn institutions of higher
education and government service, introduction of special
facilities and incentives namely, reduced rate of interest on ban:
loans and tax holidays etc. provide adequate proof of the
concern of the government of Bangladesh for the wellbeing of

the people ofé%ﬁgttagong H%%h*[racts- The establishment of

a Council Committee on the Chittagong Hill Tracts under the
Chairmanship of no less a personality than the President

himselt for monitoring proper implementation of a massive
development programme for the area is another proof of the
government®s sincierity of purpose iIn this regard.

Madam Chairperson,

The speaker has tried to present a grossly incorrect
picture of the Chittagong Hill Tracts which does not tally
with the actual situation-, on the ground. Allegation of killing
of nearly one third of the indigenous population in the area
by law enforcing agencies of of Bangladesh or settlers is nothing
more thatv sweeping, allegation without any foundation.

£f the allegation of anihilation of
one-thir™ of the.tribal ﬁépulation iIs to be believed then how
does one explain, thila increase of the tribal population by
nearly one

The security forces and other law enforcing agencies
in Chittagong Hi1ll Tracts are there to maintain peace and
security and they have never involved themselves In any action
which can be termed as persecution of local people. The actionc
of the members of law enforcing agencies are conducted Ir. strict
respect of relevant legal and constitutional provisions protectir.
lives and honour of all citizens of Bangladesh including those



in Chittagong Hill Tracts— Instances of isolated acts of
violation of legal provisions by any member of lav/ enforcing
agency are promptly investigated and actions have always been
taken against offending person whenever the allegation va6—
proved”~correct. In the absence'.of any substantiating evidence, |
wonder whether the allegation of attack on the orphanage

deserves any attention.

Madam Chairperson,

On the allegation of~taking over of tribal land, it
may be pointed out that citizen's right to settle anywhere
in the country has been recognised in the constitution of
Bangladesh. This was reiterated by a decision of the High
Court. In an over populated country like Bangladesh movement
of people from densely populated area to relatively sparsly
populated ones is rather sponteneous and. somewhat inevitable.
The government, however, has always taken necessary measures

for the protection of the tribal culture and tradition and identity

So far as land ownership is concerned, it may
be noted that as per provisions of the Constitution the
Government has the soverign right over the ownership of land.
Tribal people, who in the past migrated from place to place,
had in fact no substantive ownership in any area. The
Government under the provision -of Regulation No. 1 of 1900
adopted rules for registration documents and regulation of
transfer of land. The Government has taken further steps
to give tenancy right to the tribal population. Thus a new
beginning in tribal living has been initiated and tribal

people are found, reaping the benefit of developmental efforts

of the Government.



Madam Chairperson,

The assertion with regard to the displaced persons from
Chittagong Hill Tracts also does not correspond to the actual
situation. The government of Bangladesh has categorically stated
on several occasions that the tribal people of Chittagong Hill
Tracts who have temporarily crossed over to the other side of
Border due to violence perpetrated by the miscreants o4« oe

woijid be taken back provided their identity
as Bangladeshi nationals are established. Bangladesh government
iIs d.ing everything possible for their early return and
rehabilitation. Meetings were _.held between Bangladesh and India
at local and other levels to facilitate return of genuine
Bangladeshi nationals. In fact, January JSAThis year was Tixed
for the return of the fTirst batch of displaced persons and for
that purpose Bangladesh authorities had set up 3 reception centre;
near the border. However, before the process of repatriation
could take place, the miscreants escalated their acts of violence
in the area creating again a temporary sense of uncertainty with
a view to frustrating the positive move of the Government of
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh, however, has continued.its efforts for the
early return of the displacedpersons. It has taken a number of
measures to create congenial atmosphere for their return.

Madam Chairperson,

Total peace and tranquity now prevails in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts. In fact a number of resident Ambassadors in Dhaka
have visited the Chittagong Hill Tracts region and wore cowMir kaG
"satisfied with the actual situation and the development work that
ax&>going on there”™ A number of tribal leaders also appealed to
the displaced persons from Chittagong Hill Tracts to return to
their hooves i1n view of the prevelant peace and tranquity. As
many as 5000 displaced persons have already returned to their
ehomes In Chittagong Hill Tracts.



Mad™.m Chairperson,

As 1 have stated earlier, the government of Bangladesh <
has always provided adequate and substantiated information on the
situation in Chittagong Hill Tracts. The co-operation of the
government of Bangladesh iIn this regard with the Human Rights
Centre has been complete™-ar.d unreserved. Against this background
It iIs surprising that the speaker has gone to the extent of
suggesting the appointment of a Special Rapporteur on the 1issue.

I would like to state most emphatically that the request

does not correspond to the actua.l situation.

Madam Chairperson,

In concluding my brief intervention, 1 would express
the hope that the factual position stated in my submission would
convince the distinguished members of the working group that the

allegations In question are without any foundation and should
thus be treated accordingly.






