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A case study; 

"Is there no school to accommodate this child?" A shocked tourist old 

woman from Manhattan asked as she saw a twelve year naked child 

accompanied by an old dog, looking after the flock of goats at the slopes of 

Mau Escarpment. After looking at her in disbelieve, she murmured! "I wish 

I could adopt this child and take her to school or what's your take?" 

Immediately the child ran as fast as his leg could carry him only to peep in 

their window of the nearest homestead. "Yes of course, though the culture is 

against the western education but you can approach the necessary authority 

and the legal procedures of the adoption act" I answered surprisingly. 

In this scenario, the indigenous child can be easily being recognized in any 

society from various aspects that includes cultural activity at hand. They are 

disproportionately affected by specific problems such as placement in 

institutions, invasive or predatory urbanization, drug addiction, armed 

conflicts, sexual exploitation and child Labour. Some of the most dramatic 

consequences of cultural uprooting can be seen and witnessed in rural areas 

in Kenya. The children can go to school because either there are no schools 

at all or if the case be then the institutions are far from their homes. 
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Pastoralism and hunter gathering are key major cultural practices that 

hampered children education as their parents could not accommodate it. 

None can blame the parents, as in Africa, it's a tradition that children 

should adopt their parents way of living. Majority of indigenous parents 

keeps many puppies for the purpose of hunting while others keep many 

cattle as a sign of prestige. 

This cattle and puppies need human attention hence child Labour. It's seems 

unlawful and unconstitutional in majority of indigenous cultures to abandon 

the tradition in the name of seeking western education interventions. The 

conflict of interest that is experience in current society among the indigenous 

peoples includes the traditional cultural practices. It has been witnessed that 

in pastoral areas children are married by age of 14 while others are forced to 

undergo Female Genital Mutilations (circumcision) at an early age to pave 

way for 

Indigenous children, who are born in poorest and most degraded 

environments, are particularly vulnerable to socio and economic 

marginalization and to the effects of cultural disorientation, and they may 

therefore join gangs, resort to crime or turn to alcoholism or illegal drugs. 

The vulnerability of indigenous children may appear particularly evident 

during times of conflict and civil unrest, when they may become specifics 

targets of violence. Their families always find themselves caught up in 

conflicts because they occupy lands that are rich in valuable resources, 

hence target from mineral speculators among others the cattle rustlers. 
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Recommendations to the UNPFII 2008 

• The free primary schools education as per the MDGs should be 

emphasized to suit the indigenous child 

• Child labour and discrimination has to be fought against as its exposes 

the indigenous child and youth into danger 

• Traditional harmful practices has to be eradicated by all means 

necessary, that's includes early marriages; hence need of girl child 

empowerment 

• UNESCO being an education agency has be guided by indigenous 

experts in developing of Indigenous curriculum and manual to be used 

in indigenous school so as to promote traditional knowledge, cultural 

expression and language 

• Through establishment of income generating activities to the 

indigenous youth like eco-tourism, by all means necessary, the 

alcoholism among our people has to be curbed. 
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