
{ir! ,L'lir,, 1u,tt'', l..c;'t't, , 
j,[-n.'', 

I 
*Figl

UN-HABITAT

Statement  of
Selman Ergi iden

Chief ,  Housing Pol icy and Development  Sect ion

Coordinator ,  Uni ted Nat ions Housing Rights Programme

Madam Chairperson, Dist ingr-r ished Members of the Forurr,  l -adies and Gentlemen:

It is at plcasure to observe that each session of the Forum is better organized compared to the previous
one, and lvork undeftaken and underlvay is Lrecomrng increasingly ei ïèct ive. Congratulat ions to al l  those
contr ibr-r t ing to these accomplishnents, part icr-r lar lv to col leagr-res in the Secretar iat .

As al l  par l ic ipants of the previor-rs session wi l l  recal l ,  UN-l- lABII 'AJ'  anci  OtICFIR through their  jo irr t

I lousing Rights Programme have publ ished, last year,  a resezrrch report  ent i t led " lndigenous peoples'
r ight to adequate housing: A gtobal overview", and the Forum, taking note with appreciat ion of-  the
conclusions and recommendations of this report ,  has recommended that UN-l labi tat ,  jo int ly with the
Ofllce of the High Comrnissioner, orgirnize an expert group Ineeting in 2006 to review the status of
progress on indigcnous peoples'hor,rsing r ights global ly and idcnt i ty and document best pract ices, ancl
report  on thc mect ing's outcomc ernd rccomme ndat ions to thc l iorunt at  i ts s ixth session.

'fhis planned EC}M is expected to address cLlrrent situatior-rs r.vhere indigenous peoples are subject to
cl iscr ininat ion and incqual i ty in diverse aspects of housing, inclLrding laws and pol ic ies; al locat ion of
resoLrrces fbr housing, inclLrcl ing credit ;  pract ices of pr ivate landlords in the rental  market;  and pol ic ies
and pract ices in place to coLlnter sr"rch discr iminat ion and ineqLral i ty.  The fbcus wi l l  a lso be on indigenor-rs
povefty,  disadvantage and discr iminat ion with rcspect to the r ight to adequate housing, par l icr-r lar ly in
rclat ion to the tàct that the statLrs of indigenoLrs people is closely interconnected rvi th dispossession f i 'onr
t l ie ir  lands. In many instances, this dispossession has ncgat ive inrpacts on their  l ives in several  rv i iys often
Lrrging them to migrate to cities and towns.

In the ci t ies, indigenous peoplc ol ten experience extrcrnc poverty,  rarnpant discr iminat ion and a loss of
spir i t r-ral ,  community and hmily t ies as wel l  as indigenous culture and values. With the prohibi t ive costs
of l rorne-ownership, their  housing condit ions are of ' ten very poor.  Marry l ivc in inlorrnal sett lements and
slurns r.vhere they are sr-rbjected sornetirnes to tbrced evictions; others are left l-romcless. ln many cases,
indigcnor-rs worren, r.vhether in urban or rural areas, hAve to livc under Inore severe conditions than
indigcnoLrs men. Poor and inadequate hor-rsing condit ions, character ized by overcrolvding, lack of pr ivacy,
and absence or inadequacy of sanitation and basic services, exacerbate lvomen's vulnerability to domestic
violence. Another phenomenon is the fact that fieqLrently, indigenous women are unable to acquire
housing independent ly frorn men. In some circumstances, society al ienates wolren lvho l ive alone - bc
they divorcees, widor.vs, single rvomen, or married \,vomen .,vho are separated fiom their husbancls.
Additionall,v, often due to cllstomary lai.v, traditions and cLrlture, wolren do not have the opportLrnity or
possibility to own, acqr-rire, or inl-rerit propefiy.

ThroLrgh the deliberations of this EGM, sLrccessfr,rl programmes and projects r.vhich are often those that
have involved indigenous peoples in meaningful and diverse ways, lvill be identitred and tirrther
documented. Exanples include initiatives in Canada, rvhere social/pLrblic housing owned and operated by
indigerror,rs peoples and designed in a culturally sensitive rrlanner has proved very popular lvith
indigenous teuants; in Finland, rvhere the Government implemented a loan ancl grant scheme fbr the
Saarli enabling them to bLrilcl their orvrr houses on their orvn lernds; and ir-r Kenya, rvhere Maasai women
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have been parl  of  a project that enables t l - rem to Lrse indigenoLrs ski l ls and mater ials to redesign exist ing
housing so that i t  responds better to their  needs.

These informative and uselul  outcomes rvi l l  be accomplished i f  and rvhen this EGM could be
materialized. Unfbrtunately, as of today, lve have not been able to secLrre fLrnding tbr this endeavour. We
have contacted a number of governments rvith the hope that they could host such a meeting and/or
provide funding tbr this purpose, but we have not yet had any positive response. Taking this opportr,rnity
and on behalf of both UN-HABITAT and OIiCI-IR, I rvould like to invite all those governments and
organizations rvhich have a capacity to do so, to sr-rpport and facilitate the organization of this EGM. This
activity would at the same time very much comply r.vith the outcome of the recently held EGM in January
in NY on "Mi l lennium Developrnent Goals,  IndigenoLrs Part ic ipat ion and Good Governance", rvhich
recommended, amongst others, condr-rcting tirrther research, analysis and clisclrssions on the implications
ol '  incretrsed urbanizat ion for indigenous peoples.

Madanr Chairperson:
UN-HABITAT is addressing most of the issues raised in the fburth and previous sessions of the
Permanent Forum on Indigenous lssues rvi thin i ts general  act iv i t ies ainied at improving l iv ing condit ions
of the poor,  vulnerable and disadvantaged grolrps, including indigenor-rs peoplcs. Within this f iarnelvork,
UN-l- lAI l l ' l 'A- l 's work or.r  sccuri ty of tcnure provicles scope 1br a strategic par-tnerships with indigenoLrs
peoples in addressing the cornplex nat lrrc of land issues. UN-l ' iABI-k\- l ' 's  work on poverty al leviat ion
and MDGs has the potent ial  to establ ish direct l inks wit i r  i r rc l igenous people's l ivel ihoods. The gencler
pol icy of UN-HABI- l 'A' [ '  a irns to address the Habitat  Agenda cornrni tment to gencler eqLral i ty.  Act iv i t ies
of UN-HABITAT in the fleld of disaster mitigation, post conflict reconstruction ar-rd safèty in the context
of human sett lements, is related to the housing and l iv ing condit ions of indigenous peoples in most cases.

After the'l-sr,rnanri clisaster in SoLrth East Asia last year, tbr example, UN-ttAllITAT took part in the
rel ief  and reconstruct ion act iv i t ies joint ly rv i th other United Nat ions agencies, part icular ly ' ,v i th UNDP
lvhich is st i l l  ongoing. hr the Aceh region in lndonesia, such efforts fbcused on land issues and were
uudertaken in three dimensions: ( i )  relocnt ion of ent i re sett lements where destruct ion was signi f icant;( i i )
readjLrstmcnt within thc exist ing sett lemeuts where destruct ion was part ial ;  and ( i i i )  sett lernent Lrpgrading
rvhere iir silz inrprovernent was fèasible. Land issr"res being l'undarnentally imporlant for indigenous
peoples, these act iv i t ies are direct ly al tect ing the I ives of many of them. UN-HABITAT's part ic ipatory
rnapping and Comrnurr i ty Act ion Plarn process enables community rnembers to take an act ive role in
(re)establishing fbrrnal occLlpancy rights thror-rghoLrt thc Tsirnami affèctecl areas. 

-fhe 
mapping of plot

ownership in nerv or rehabi l i tatecl  v i l lages rvi l l  become the basis fbrthe registrat ion and provision of lancl
ccft i f icates by the Nat ional Land Agency in Aceh. ' [ 'he current nr-rmber of lamil ies direct ly assisted in
Aceh by LN-I-IABI'fA'f is aror-rnd 5,000.

Firrally, Madarn Chairperson, I would like to brirrg to the attention of the Iiorum that the -I'hird 
Session of

the World Urban Forurn r,vill soon be held in Vancouver, Canada fiom 19-23 June 2006. T'his is a big
event where all stakeholders in the hrlman settlements clevelopment field get together to discr,rss relevant
issues f iom their  speci l ic interests.  We bel ieve that the topic of indigenoLrs peoples and the i rnpacts of
urbanization on their livelihoods is very important. ' l 'here are several events irr the programme of the
World Urban Forum related to this area. To narne jr-st a few, "Picturing ourselves: Video as tool for
defining community" rvhich is organized by the National Film Board of Canada, is a round-table on
incl igenous peoples (21 June);  "Urban Aboriginal  Diversi ty:  Support ing Communit ies",  "Aboriginal  First
Nations I-lor-rsir-rg in Canada" are two of the netrvorkirrg events r'vhich are on housing of indigenous
peoples.

You are all invited and rvelcome to participate in the third sessior"r of the Worlcl Urban Forurm.


