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Thank you , Mr. Cha i rperson for g iv ing me the opportuni ty to speak at the Permanen t Fo rum. 

Mr. Cha i rperson, Indigenous Sisters and Brothers. 

With th is s tatement I bring w a r m greet ings to all of you f rom the ind igenous peoples of Manipur ! 

T h e indigenous w o m e n of Manipur face violat ions of their rights in everyday life. T h e most draconian law, 
i.e. A r m e d Forces Special P o w e r Act of 1958 that is still in full use in the state empowers the secur i ty 
forces to shoot at s ight any person suspec ted as "mil i tant". This law is misused in m a n y cases against the 
indigenous w o m e n result ing in h u m a n rights v iolat ions, sexual harassment , rape etc. everywhere in the 
agricultural f ie lds, jung le , roads ides, and at homes . The secur i ty forces have forceful ly occup ied many of 
the good hi l locks and cut down m a n y forests to keep themselves sa fe f rom the a t tack by any outs iders. 
Many t imes the indigenous vi l lagers are forced to work in clearing these jung les for secur i ty fo rces for 
which they are never paid, instead if any vi l lager does not work for t h e m , they have to pay h e a v y price 
like brutal tor ture somet imes even death for go ing against their w ishes. 

T h e heavy presence of armies and other parami l i tary forces have led to severa l incidents of shoot ing in 
publ ic places, house-search, conduct ing operat ions, arrests, detent ions and impr isonment w i thout any 
trial. There is no safety for the ind igenous people and especial ly the w o m e n w h o are to wo rk in the 
agriculture f ields that are very far off f r om vi l lages. The innocent v i l lagers are often abused and descr ibed 
by the State as "terrorists", "mil i tants", "misguided youths" etc. T h e r ight to life is not respec ted , not to 
speak of recognis ing the ind igenous peop le right to sel f -determinat ion. T o d a y apart f rom the A r m e d 
Forces Special Power Ac t of 1958, the Prevent ion of Terrorist Act (POTA) c a m e into effect in after 
September 1 1 , has given more power and authori ty to the secur i ty forces threaten ing the fundamenta l 
rights and f reedoms of the ind igenous people. So the worst is yet to be exper ienced by the ind igenous 
people. 

Due to the intra- ethnic confl ict eng ineered and unleashed by the State many ind igenous w o m e n were 
forced to become refugees, chi ldren became orphans and were d isplaced f rom their ancest ra l homes . 
Once they are d isplaced or uprooted f rom their original place they lose their source of l ive l ihoods, besides 
these, the opening of the Free Internat ional T rade at the border town in Moreh led to the heavy inflow of 
cheap products f rom abroad l ike cereals, pulses, dr inks, eatables like sweets , biscuits, sugar, oil to 
c lothes, e lectronic gadgets result ing in loss of market for the products of the ind igenous w o m e n like 
handicrafts and hand looms and mak ing them lose their important source of earn ing . Finding no 
alternative means the d isplaced w o m e n are forced into prosti tut ion to earn their l ivel ihood. 

Even the chi ldren instead of go ing to schools are forced to go to hotels and others ' homes to wo rk as 
child labourer so as to fulfi l their s tomach. T h e ind igenous women have no access to dr ink ing water and 
health care result ing in malnutr i t ion, poor hygienic living condi t ions, m a n y e n d e m i c s l ike malar ia and 
venereal d iseases including HIV/AIDS. Non-avai labi l i ty of basic heal th-care and medic ines leads to 
increasing infant mortal i ty rate and materni ty deaths . 

In polit ics, it is difficult for ind igeneous candidates to get elected in the State Assembly , and the t ragedy 
for those who get elected is that they become puppets at the hands of the government run by non -
ind igenous Ministers w h o use t hem according to their own ways to serve their vested interest, and 
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therefore they cannot raise the concerns of the ind igenous peoples. The re is no adequate w o m e n 
part ic ipat ion in the local admin is t ra t ion, i.e. the Vi l lage Counci ls . Naga W o m e n ' s Union Manipur 
( N W U M ) is lobbying to the Vi l lage Counci ls for the w o m e n ' s part icipation in the decis ion mak ing process. 
And of course because of this today there are f ive to ten vi l lages that have w o m e n in the Village Counci ls , 
but there is still a need of full and effect ive part ic ipat ion of w o m e n in all levels of dec is ion-mak ing 
processes. 

So-cal led nat ional deve lopmen t projects, like national h ighway construct ion, d a m , forestat ion etc. have 
af fected many of the indigenous peop le in the state. T h e i rresponsible logging bus iness in ind igenous 
areas has resulted in mass ive deforestat ion, land inferti l ity and erosion and env i ronmenta l d isaster. The. 
government is trying to amend the Manipur Land Revenue Act, 1957 (LRA-1957) to al low any n o n -
ind igenous individuals and mult inat ional compan ies to buy lands and land resources be long ing to 
indigenous people. It will make the ind igenous people landless. T h e land is a communi ty proper ty in 
indigenous areas in Manipur today, though individuals can own land. This will result in fur ther 
d iscr iminat ion against and d isp lacement of w o m e n from their ancestra l lands, besides snatch ing away 
their ma in source o f l ive l ihood. 

Lack of employment opportuni t ies in the state has contr ibuted f rustrat ions and social p rob lems a m o n g the 
educated youths, especial ly the ind igenous youths. Despi te be ing educa ted they cannot get j o b due to 
corrupt ion like polit ical back ing f rom Ministers. They need to pay br ibe in huge s u m for even a smal l 
clerical job. Though there are quotas/ reservat ion in j obs and educat ion for the "tr ibais", the te rm as used 
by the Indian government to identify us, the jobs are given to the non- ind igenous persons on br ibe. There 
is no scope for these youths to take up enterpr ises due to lack of f inancial suppor t and corrupt ion and 
discr iminat ions in the financial inst i tut ions. 

T h e most recent case even in select ion process for med ica l examinat ion , an ind igenous s tudent w h o got 
f irst dist inction w a s not f igured in the list of successful candidates. O n enqu i ry , he found out that his name 
was in the dist inct ion. Had he not inquired he wou ld have lost the oppor tuni ty . O n the o ther hand a lot of 
non- indigenous people got the chance to undergo Medical and Engineer ing courses in the n a m e of 
indigenous people by gett ing a fake cert i f icate issued by the depar tment on br ibes, or by the marry ing an 
indigenous w o m e n to get these faci l i t ies. 

T h e indigenous people with their rich tradit ional cu l tures and cos tumes today have been threatened with 
a c o m m o n dress being imposed on t hem by dominan t groups banning use of other dresses. On the other 
hand the tradit ions of marr iage are now in its transit ion as m a n y cop ied the w a y of the non- ind igenous 
people in their mar r iage ceremonies , like demand ing of gifts and putt ing other ex t ra d e m a n d s on fami l ies 
to arrange for luxury i tems and these m a k e the parents run into deficit and become more debt r idden 
worsen ing their a l ready bad economic condi t ion. There has been a deve lop ing t rend a m o n g the 
indigenous people in wh ich they feel their own rich cul tures in inferior to that of o thers . 

Recommendat ions : 

• An international fact- f inding t eam be made to invest igate and documen t all the H u m a n rights 
violat ions in Manipur . 

• The State should recogn ise the rights of IPs and implement all Internat ional H u m a n Rights 
treaties. 

Thank you, Mr cha i rperson for your k ind at tent ion. 
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