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Thank you , Mr Chai rperson for this opportuni ty. I a m Mr Jo ram |Useb, Hai | |om f rom Namibia 
represent ing the Work i ng Group of Indigenous Minor i t ies ' in Southern Afr ica (WIMSA) , wh ich "Is 
the umbre l la body for all the San in the southern Afr ica. 

In my intervent ion I would like to talk about the h u m a n rights violat ions exper ienced by the 
various groups of the San in Southern Afr ica. Today in the democra t ic States of southern Afr ica 
the San are still d iscr iminated against and their human rights v io la ted. In Bo tswana, the 
government has forceful ly ev ic ted the G|wi and G||ana San communi t ies f rom the Central 
Kalahari G a m e Reserve, wh ich is their ancestra l land The government has cut off the basic 
ameni t ies l ike water , educat ion and health serv ices. T h e Botswana government has prov ided 
these services outs ide the Centra l Kalahari G a m e Reserve (CKGR), forc ing the San to leave their 
ancestral land and move to the areas where these services are prov ided. The Botswana 
government forceful ly wants to integrate the San into the mainst ream society, wh ich might have 
negat ive impact on the San for example d isp lacement , loss of ancestral land, cultural genocide 
and non-recogni t ion of San identity. It is also a well known fact that the Bo tswana government is 
in par tnership wi th De Beers min ing company . This partnership brings in the bulk of income for 
the Botswana government . De Beers has also secured prospect ing rights to mine d iamonds in 
the area of land be longing to the San communi ty . 

In January 2004 , this year the South Afr ican pol ice shot dead Mr Optel Rooi of the Khoman i San 
communi ty at Wi tdraa i , South Afr ica. Mr Rooi w a s una rmed and w a s shot in the back f rom c lose 
range. 

In Namib ia the land occup ied by the San communi t ies are seen to be empty and under-ut i l ized 
and the gove rnmen t encouraged other ethnic groups to use the land which is the only land which 
belongs to the IKung and Ju| 'hoans i in the T s u m k w e District. T h e new incomers in the San 
set t lements have accused the San of stealing their l ivestock and as well as embark ing upon 
beat ing up m e m b e r s of the San communi ty , including w o m e n and chi ldren . 

Apart f rom the negat ive aspect of human rights violat ions, there are also some improvements . In 
South Afr ica the government has recognized the language rights and the San got back their land, 
wh i le in Namib ia the government recognizes the right to mother tongue educat ion in schools . 

Wi th the Uni ted Nat ions Decade on Indigenous Peoples more awareness has been created and 
improved moni tor ing, therefore i wou ld like to urge United Nat ions to dec lare for another decade. 

I wou ld also l ike to urge that the governments should comply with the provis ions of the 
internat ional and regional Convent ions to wh ich they have adhered , such as the Uni ted Nat ions 
Convent ion on the El iminat ion of all forms of Discr iminat ion Against W o m e n (1979) 

Kai ai-os Igates la roma (Thank you for l istening me ) 

5 


