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Madam Chair, Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum, Indigenous 

Peoples’ Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Thank you for giving me the floor.  

 

On behalf of the International Fund for Agricultural Development, let me first 

congratulate Ms Dalee Sambo Dorough for being nominated Chair of the 

UNPFII.  

 

Madam Chair, 

The commitment of our organization to indigenous peoples’ development 

continues to be high on our agenda for poverty reduction in rural areas of 

developing countries.  

Throughout 2013, IFAD’s commitment to indigenous peoples’ development 

was reaffirmed – in term of working for their equity and economic 

opportunity, and in terms of promoting their right to self-driven development. 

Nine projects were approved in 2013 that supported indigenous and tribal 

peoples, and ethnic minorities in Asia and the Pacific and in Latin America and 

the Caribbean. Our direct contribution amounted to about US$ 150 million. 

These nine projects, financed mainly through loans, promote agricultural 

development and build on the skills and knowledge of local communities.   

In addition,  a grant of about USD 1 million was approved in 2013 to support 

indigenous peoples in their participation to the World Conference and beyond. 

A list of approved projects and the work IFAD carried out in 2013 is provided in 

the report submitted to this session of the UNPFII. 

Madam Chair,  

Indigenous peoples are valued partners for IFAD.  In our organization we have 

gone a long way in the past twelve years in our engagement with indigenous 

peoples. 



We have created three important instruments to enhance our development 

effectiveness with indigenous peoples: 

1. A policy which values the culture and identity of indigenous peoples as 

the asset to build their economic and social development. The policy 

also stipulates free, prior and informed consent as a criterion for project 

approval.   

2. We established a permanent platform of dialogue, the Indigenous 

Peoples' Forum at IFAD.  The objective of the Forum is to support our 

organization to implement its Policy within the framework of the UN 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Last year we informed 

you about the successful first global meeting of the Indigenous Peoples 

Forum at IFAD.  I am pleased to inform all of you that we are already 

preparing for the second global meeting of the Indigenous Peoples 

Forum at IFAD. The meeting is  expected to take place in February 2015 

in conjunction with IFAD Governing Council. 

3. We also established a dedicated financial instrument, the Indigenous 

Peoples' Assistance Facility, which indigenous peoples’ organizations 

manage themselves at the regional level. So far, the Facility has financed 

more than 100 small projects designed and implemented directly by 

indigenous peoples' communities and their organizations.  We are 

currently mobilizing resources for about USD 2.5 million. We will be 

calling for proposals during the second half of this year. 

Madam Chair,  

In the past twelve years, our strategy has been to put indigenous peoples at 

the forefront of decision making for projects affecting their lives, and at all 

levels of IFAD's operations – grassroots, regional and corporate.  

We have been able to accomplish this thanks to the recommendations of this 

Forum and to the valuable advice of indigenous leaders who have worked with 

us. I would like to mention just a few: Myrna Cunnigham, Joan Carling, 

Devasish Roy, Kanyinke Sena, Joseph Simel, and Victoria-Tauli Corpuz whom I 

warmly congratulate for her appointment as United Nations Special 

Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  



We are certainly proud of our achievements. But they are not IFAD's 

achievements only. They are the results of genuine partnerships, based on 

mutual trust, with indigenous peoples and their organizations. 

The message we wish to convey to this Forum today is about – reciprocity in 

our partnership with indigenous peoples.  It is not only about IFAD's support to 

them.  What we treasure most is indigenous peoples' contribution to IFAD. 

Their partnership has enriched IFAD and helped us to improve our 

development effectiveness.  

We have learned with them that diversity of peoples is about many diversities: 

cultural diversity, biodiversity, diversity of crops; diversity of knowledge 

systems. These are precious assets. We must build upon them to preserve the 

rich heritage of humanity, if we wish to address the diversity of crises that we 

face: social, economic, environmental and cultural.  

 

Madam Chair,  

We are convinced that only by working together, and sitting around the same 

table with our diversities as equal partners, can we make a difference in 

reducing poverty and making this world a better place where we can all live in 

peace and harmony with nature and humanity. That is why we hope that the 

processes leading to the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples and to the 

Post-2015 development agenda will see the full and effective participation of 

the indigenous peoples' of the world.   

Thank you 

 


