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STATEMENT ON 
Agenda Item 6: Other Matters 

(b) Cooperation with other United Nations bodies 

"LA1 LOISANPHM KHNGBA TAA BA NEE" 
{Know how to complete the task1 

1. The Working Group on lndigenous Populations debated and considered the situation of 
indigenous children and youth as its principle theme of the eighteenth session in 2000. 
The examination of the critical plight of indigenous children and youth worldwide touched 
upon issues of, inter alia, poverty, health, wellbeing, survival, suicide, substance abuse, 
education, housing, land, family environment, administration of justice, effects of armed 
conflict, labour, displacement and legislation, policies and implementation mechanisms 
including the vital issue of participation. 

2. Our responsibilities include the critical issue of the rights of indigenous children and 
youth. The eighteenth session was highlighted by the participation of the Rapporteur 
member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the treaty monitoring organisation 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. During his intervention in the debate, he 
emphasised the strength of the convention to protect and promote the rights of 
indigenous children, while urging the government of the United States of America to 
ratify the convention. The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child conducted a General 
Discussion Day on the rights of indigenous children in September, 2003. Following from 
this discussion, the Committee is now engaged in an ongoing work to develop a General 
Comment bn the Conventipn on the Rights of the Child that will elaborate and interpret 
the Convention's provisions\js-a-vis the specific context of group rights as enshrined in 
the UN declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples now presented to the UN 
General Assembly.for adoption. 

\ 
3. The WGIP, as we recall, focused on the rights of the indigenous children as a specific 

area of its interest. As an organisation with a special mandate for standard setting 
activities, the WGIP, as an experts' body, is requested to continue this focus of interest 
and cooperate closely with the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in its endeavour 
to elaborate an appropriate General Comment to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. 

4. With the elaboration of this General Comment, State Parties to the convention will be 
obliged to provide specific information regarding the implementation of this universally 
ratified treaty referring to the protection and promotion of indigenous children living within 
their territories. 
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